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Baltimore Sun —"In its comprehensiveness, minuteness of detail and thoroughness of
execution, to eclipse all that have preceded it.”

Baltimore Gazette —“The first complete and exhaustive history of the city of Baltimore
ever written.”

Baltimore American —“His exhaustive researches leave but little for the writers who come
after him to do, except to copy that which he has gleaned from ancient manuscripts.”
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German Correspondent —“A diligent and trustworthy compilation of facts laid down in
chronological order.”

Baltimorean —“It will be, by large odds, the most perfect, thorough and complete history of
the city ever published. No Baltimorean, or son or daughter of a Baltimorean, will content
themselves without a book which promises to be so valuable.”

Saturday Night —“The MSS. convinces us that it will be a most valuable contribution to our
local literature, and covering as it does the whole ground, it will be indispensable as a text-
book and for reference.”

Sunday Telegram —“The work will be elaborate and truthful in every particular.”

Baltimore Bulletin —“A more complete and thorough work than any at present in the
possession of the public.”

Evening News —"It contains an immense amount of information to be had in no other
work, nor in any dozen of books relating to Baltimore. Indeed nothing of value has been
overlooked, down to the most minute details, which are such as to render the labors of any
succeeding historian of little avail for half a century to come.”

PREFACE.

It has been the chief aim of the author and compiler of this volume to furnish such a
contribution in connection with the history of the city of Baltimore, by grouping the written
and unwritten, the scattered and fragmentary facts bearing upon the city's rise and
progress, as would afford, as a whole, a more complete book upon this subject than any
in possession of the public. While we have histories, annals, sketches, and writings upon
Baltimore of recognized excellence and general accuracy, it is nevertheless true that
very much of interest and importance has been left unrecorded; and these gaps we have
sought to fill up.
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The only plan in the work that has been followed has been to chronicle events through the
years in their order; beginning with the earliest in which any knowledge on the subject is
embraced, and running on down to the present. We have been most particular with dates,
facts, and figures, and at great pains to be strictly correct, never setting down a doubtful
item.

The amount of information and its variety massed between the covers of the book might
entitle it to be regarded as a very encycloaedia of its kind. Little or nothing that relates

to Baltimore has been overlooked, and neither time, money, nor labor has been spared

in the preparation of the work. Every possible and available source has been sought

and used in the collection of material; and the house of history, if we may so speak, has
been literally ransacked in the unremitting search for all, and whatever, to the minutest
matter, would throw light upon the subject. An idea may be formed of the extent and
character of the researches made vi when we mention some of the books, authorities,
and other matter gone over. For example, all the newspapers, from the first editions ever
published in Baltimore to the last; all pamphlets published relating to Baltimore; all the
laws of Maryland and the Colonial Government; Niles' Register; Metropolitan Magazine;
Griffith's Annals; Lossing's Field-Book of the Revolution, War of 1812, and Civil War and
Historical Record; Sparks's Washington; Baltimore, Historical and Biographical; Kennedy's
Life of Wirt; Tuckerman's Life of Kennedy; Coggeshall's American Privateers; Bosman's,
McMahon's, and McSherry's Histories of Maryland; Memoirs of Commodore Barney;
Dunlap's History of American Theatres; Kilty's Landholder's Assistant; Holmes' and
Chalmers' Annals of America; Memoir of R. B. Taney; Smith's Virginia; Botta's American
Revolution; Marshall's Washington; Annals of Annapolis; Rebellion Record; Custis's

Life of Washington; American Biography; American Archives; State Archives; different
histories of religious denominations in Baltimore; Green's Maryland Gazette; Conventions
of Maryland; Journals of the Senate and House of Delegates of Maryland; directories
published in Baltimore since 1796; old and rare books out of print; old maps; early surveys;
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many valuable private letters and manuscripts obtained from friends; Land Office records;
Congressional Library, etc., etc., etc.

We will here make our acknowledgments to Messrs. R. A. Reed and J. P. Des Forges,
antiquarian booksellers, for the loan of valuable unpublished letters, rare books, etc.,
that must otherwise have escaped us. We have also been assisted materially by Messrs.
Osmond Tiffany and William Jefferson Buchanan. Extracts from authorities used have
been liberally made, and much original and interesting matter quoted.

Many old and valuable letters of eminent men, never before published, have been
preserved in the book. Brief biographical notices, also, of prominent citizens of the past
have a place, as well as many pleasing reminiscences and incidents in connection

with the customs and habits of the people of Baltimore in the olden time. The ancient
style of dress is fully described, with the vii fashion of our ancestral dames flaunting its
absurdities no less glaring than of to-day. The churches and their histories have a place.
The time of formation of societies of different kinds and for various purposes is noted
and their histories given. The rise of canals and railroads, with the account of their rude
commencement and their subsequent wonderful expansion and the changes they have
wrought since the days of post-roads and Conestoga wagons, is given; also notices of
the public schools from their first establishment; records of riots, fires, meetings, and
processions. The four revolutions or wars, and the part Baltimore bore in them—21776,
1812, 1846, and 1861.

A history of the newspapers of Baltimore, portraying the rise and development of the
mighty agency of the press in our midst, has its appropriate space allotted it, together
with such other matters, statistical, commercial, industrial, mechanical, professional,
political, religious, private, and public, as makes the entire collection a book indeed of
large instruction, of great use for ready reference as a repository of valuable knowledge
not otherwhere to be obtained, and partly of almost romantic interest.
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Whatever of profit and pleasure shall be drawn from its pages by the reader, it cannot
exceed that profit and pleasure experienced by the author in his researches, amid the
labors and difficulties of his undertaking. For with him his work has been a labor of love,

of pride, of sympathy, of ambition, and one which he hopes will be received as a laudable,
and he trusts not altogether unsuccessful effort, by such in particular as, like himself, are
“native here and to the manor born.” The preparation of such a book was felt by him to
have become a public necessity and a benefaction, nothing of a similar character having
been placed before the public since 1829, when Griffith's “Annals of Baltimore” was
published,—a work regarded as authentic as far as it goes, but which does not embrace in
an entirely the subject of which it treats.

The “Chronicles of Baltimore” embraces, in substance, all, and very much more that has
been omitted in the “Annals,” going back to the earliest beginnings, taking up the story
where Griffith stops, and continuing it to the present day. In the volume are viii collected
and preserved historical materials, obtained from widely separated sources, from private
libraries and individuals, from musty records on the brink of decay, from odd places and
unexplored corners, which by the accident of fire or flood or time's hard touches, might
otherwise have been forever lost to us.

The book, the author feels, will commend itself to the people of Baltimore chiefly on
account of the immense, unusual, and various information to be found within its pages,
and because of the pleasing minor matters with which it abounds as well. The map upon
the wall, the directory upon the desk, the bible upon the table, the tools upon the bench,
express, in their places, that appropriateness and utility which we would bespeak for the
“Chronicles of Baltimore” in the place which may be given it as a household need and
addition, in the libraries, the business offices, and homes of the city.

J. Thomas Scharf.

Baltimore, April, 1874.
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CHRONICLES OF BALTIMORE.

We enter upon our arduous yet inspiring labor in gathering together the “Chronicles of
Baltimore,” with a feeling akin to that lofty spirit of enterprise which animates the navigator
and explorer of new and unknown regions of the earth.

Pressing forward with eager hope and expectation, he sees the realm of discovery still
apparently receding before him, yet continually rewarding his research and curiosity by the
most valuable results; and he at length returns from the scene of his achievements with
the records of his enterprise, anxious in his narrative that no historic foot-print may be lost.
In the inexhaustible field of the old are mines of as deep interest and reward as are in the
new; and it would be difficult to find in the history of America any page which offers a more
varied attraction than that which treats of Baltimore, not alone to her own fond people, but
to any people. He who will go over the track of her career, will seek her in company with
those who first pressed her virgin soil with their feet ere she had risen from the wilderness,
follow her as she has grown, and behold her as she is, cannot fail to be pleasantly and
instructively impressed. Let us approach her with those who were the first to approach

her, and stand with them, and see with them the then tangled, wild, unbroken site in the
forest, now the proud, busy, palatial city. Let us make this approach through the quaint, yet
clear and touching recital of Captain John Smith, who in his History of Virginia records the
following, which we reprint in the original text.—

THE SIXT VOYAGE. 1606.

TO ANOTHER PART OF VIRGINIA, WHERE NOW ARE PLANTED OUR ENGLISH
COLONIES WHOM GOD INCREASE AND PRESERUE: DISCOVERED AND
DESCRIBED By CAPTAINE IOHN SMITH, Sometimes Governour of the Countrey.

“ By these former relations you may see what inconveniences still crossed those good
intents, and how great a matter it was all 2 this time to finde but a Harbour, although there

The chronicles of Baltimore http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.50529



Library of Congress

be so many. But this Virginia is a Country in America between the degrees of 34. and
45. of the North latitude. The bounds thereof on the East side are the great Ocean: on
the South lyeth Florida: on the North nova Francia: as for the West thereof, the limits
are vnknowne. Of all this Country we purpose not to speake, but onely of that part which
was planted by the English men in the yeare of our Lord, 1606. And this is vnder the
degrees 37. 38. and 39. The temperature of this Country doth agree well with English
constitutions, being once seasoned to the Country. Which appeared by this, that though
by many occasions our people fell sicke; yet did they recover by very small meanes, and
continued in health, though there were other great causes, not onely to haue made them
sicke, but even to end their dayes, &c.

“The Sommer is hot as in Spaine; the Winter cold as in France or England. The heat
of sommer is in lune, luly, and August, but commonly the coole Breeses asswage the
vehemency of the heat. The chiefe of winter is halfe December, lanuary, February,
and halfe March. The colde is extreame sharpe, but here the Proverbe is true, that no
extreame long continueth.

“In the yeare 1607. was an extraordinary frost in most of Europe, and this frost was found
as extreame in Virginia. But the next yeare for 8. or 10. dayes of ill weather, other 14
dayes would be as Sommer.

“The windes here are variable, but the like thunder and lightning to purifie the ayre, | haue
seldome either seene or heard in Europe. From the Southwest came the greatest gusts
with thunder and heat. The Northwest winde is commonly coole and bringeth faire weather
with it. From the North is the greatest cold, and from the East and Southeast as from the
Barmudas, fogs and raines.

“Sometimes there are great droughts, other times much raine, yet great necessitie of
neither, by reason we see not but that all the raritie of needful fruits in Europe, may be
there in great plentie, by the industrie of men, as appeareth by those we there Planted.
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“There is but one entrance by Sea into this Country, and that is at the mouth of a very
goodly Bay, 18. or 20. myles broad. The cape on the South is called Cape Henry, in
honour of our most noble Prince. The land white hilly sands like vnto the Downes, and all
along the shores great plentie of Pines and Firres.

“The North Cape is called Cape Charles, in honour of the worthy Duke of Yorke. The Isles
before it, Smith's Isles, by the name of the discover. Within is a country that may haue

the prerogatiue over the most pleasant places knowne, for large and pleasant navigable
Rivers, heaven and earth never agreed better to frame a place for mans habitation; were
it fully manured and inhabited by industrious people. Here are mountaines, hils, 3 plaines,
valleyes, rivers, and brookes, all running most pleasantly into a faire Bay, compassed but
for the mouth, with fruitfull and delightsome land. In the Bay and rivers are many Isles both
great and small, some woody, some plaine, most of them low and not inhabited. This bay
lyeth North and South, in which the water floweth neare 200. myles, and hath a channell
for 140 myles of depth betwixt 6 and 15 fadome, holding a breadth for the most part 10 or
14 myles. From the head of the Bay to the Northwest, the land is mountanous, and so in a
manner from thence by a Southwest line; so that the more Southward, the farther off from
the Bay are those mountaines. From which fall certaine brookes which after come to fiue
principall navigable rivers. These run from the Northwest into the Southeast, and so into
the West side of the Bay, where the fall of every River is within 20 or 15 myles one of the
other.

“The mountaines are of divers natures: for at the head of the Bay the rockes are of a
composition like Mill stones. Some of Marble, &c. And many peeces like Christall we
found, as throwne downe by water from those mountaines. For in Winter they are covered
with much snow, and when it dissolveth the waters fall with such violence, that it causeth
great inundations in some narrow valleys, which is scarce perceived being once in the
rivers. These waters wash from the rocks such glistering tinctures, that the ground in some
places seemeth as guilded, where both the rocks and the earth are so splendent to behold
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that better iudgements then ours might haue beene perswaded, they contained more then
probabilities. The vesture of the earth in most places doth manifestly proue the nature

of the soyle to be lusty and very rich. The colour of the earth we found in diverse places,
resembleth bole Armoniac, terra a sigillata, and Lemnia, Fullers earth, Marle, and divers
and other such appearances. But generally for the most part it is a blacke sandy mould, in
some places a fat slimy clay, in other places a very barren gravell. But the best ground is
knowne by the vesture it beareth, as by the greatnesse of trees, or abun dance of weeds,
&c.

“The Country is not mountanous, nor yet low, but such pleasant plaine hils, and fertile
valleyes, one prettily crossing another and watered so conveniently with fresh brookes and
springs, no lesse commodious, then delightsome. By the rivers are many plaine marshes,
containing some 20 some 100. some 200 Acres, some more, some lesse. Other plaines
there are few, but onely where the Salvages inhabit: but all overgrowne with trees and
weeds, being a plaine wildernesse as God first made it.

“On the west side of the Bay, we sayd were 5. faire and delightfull navigable rivers.

The first of those, and the next to the mouth of the Bay hath his course from the West
Northwest. It is called Powhatan, according to the name of a principall countrey that lyeth
vpon it. The mouth of this river is neare three myles 4 in breadth, yet doe the shoules
force the Channell so neare the land, that a Sarce will overshoot it at point blancke. It is
navigable 150 myles, the shouldes and soundings are here needlesse to be expressed.
It falleth from Rockes farre west in a Country inhabited by a nation they call Monacans.
But where it commeth into our discovery it is Powhatan. In the farthest place that was
diligently observed, are falles, rockes, shoules, &c., which makes it past navigation any
higher. Thence in the running downeward, the river is enriched with many goodly brookes,
which are maintained by an infinit number of small rundles and pleasant springs, that
disperse themselues for the best service, as do the veines of a mans body. From the
South there fals into it: First, the pleasant river of Apamatuck. Next more to the East

are two small rivers of Quiyoughcohanocke. A little farther is a Bay wherein falleth 3 or
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4 prettie brookes and creekes that halfe intrench the Inhabitants of Warraskoyac, then
the river of Nandsamund, and lastly the brooke of Chisapeack. From the North side is
the river of Chickahamania, the backe river of lames Towne; another by the Cedar Isle,
where we liued ten weekes vpon Oysters, then a convenient harbour for Fisher boats

at Kecoughtan, that so turneth it selfe into Bayes and Creekes, it makes that place very
pleasant to inhabit; their cornefields being girded therein in a manner as Peninsulaes.
The most of these rivers are inhabited by severall nations, or rather families, of the name
of the rivers. They haue also over those some Governour, as their King, which they call
Werowances. In a Peninsula on the North side of this river are the English Planted in a
place by them called lames Towne, in honour of the Kings most excellent Maiestie.

“The first and next the rivers mouth are the Kecoughtans, who besided their women

and children, haue not past 20 fighting men. The Paspaheghes (on whose land is

seated lames Towne, some 40. myles from the Bay ) haue not past 40. The river called
Chickahamania neare 250. The Weanocks 100. The Arrowhatocks 30. The place called
Powhatan, some 40. On the South side this river the Appamatucks haue sixtie fighting
men. The Quiyougcohanocks 25. The Nandsamunds 200. The Chesapeacks 100. Of this
last place the Bay beareth the name. In all these places is a severall com mander, which
they call Werowance, except the Chickahamanians, who are governed by the Priests and
their Assistants, or their Elders called Caw-cawwassoughes. In sommer no place affordeth
more plentie of Sturgeon, nor in winter more abundance of foule, especially in the time of
frost. | tooke once 52 Sturgeons at a draught, at another 68. From the later end of May till
the end of lune are taken few, but yong Sturgeons of two foot, or a yard long. From thence
till the midst of September, them of two or three yards long and few others. And in 4 or 5
houres, with one Net were ordinarily taken 7 or 8: often more, seldome lesse. In the small
rivers all the yeare there is good plentie of small fish, so that with hookes those that would
take paines had sufficient.

5
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“Fourteene myles Northward from the river Powhatan, is the river Pamavnkee, which is
navigable 60 or 70 myles, but with Catches and small Barkes 30 or 40 myles farther. At
the ordinary flowing of the salt water, it divideth it selfe into two gallant branches. On the
South side inhabit the people of Youghtanund, who haue about 60 men for warres. On
the North branch Mattapament, who haue 30 men. Where this river is divided the Country
is called Pamavnkee and nourisheth neare 300 able men. About 25. myles lower on the
North side of this river is Werawocomoco, where their great King inhabited when | was
delivered him prisoner; yet there are not past 40 able men. Ten or twelue myles lower,
on the South side of this river, is Chiskiack, which hath some 40 or 50 men. These, as
also Apamatuck, Irrohatock, and Powhatan, are their great Kings chiefe alliance, and
inhabitants. The rest his Conquests.

“Before we come to the third river that falleth from the mountaines, there is another river
( some 30 myles navigable ) that commeth from the Inland, called Payankatanke, the
inhabitants are about 50 or 60 serviceable men.

“The third navigable river is tailed Toppahanock. ( This is navigable some 130 myles

). At the top of it inhabit the people called Mannahoacks amongst the mountaines, but
they are aboue the place we described. Vpon this river on the North side are the people
Cuttatawomen, with 30 fighting men. Higher are the Moraughtacunds, with 80. Beyond
them Rapahanock with 100. Far aboue is another Cuttatawomen with 20. On the South is
the pleasant seat of Nantaughtacund having 150 men. This river also as the two former, is
replenished with fish and foule.

“The fourth river is called Patawomeke, 6 or 7 myles in breadth. It is navigable 140 myles,
and fed as the rest with many sweet rivers and springs, which fall from the bordering

hils. These hils many of them are planted, and yeeld no lesse plentie and varietie of fruit,
then the river exceedeth with abundance of fish. It is inhabited on both sides. First on

the South side at the very entrance is Wighcocomoco and hath some 130 men, beyond
them Sekacawone with 30. The Onawmanient with 100. And the Patawomekes more then
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200. Here doth the river divide itselfe into 3 or 4 convenient branches. The greatest of

the least is called Quiyough, trending Northwest, but the river it selfe turneth Northeast,
and is still a navigable streame. On the Westerne side of this bought is Tauxenent with 40
men. On the North of this river is Secowocomoco with 40. Some what further Potapaco
with 20. In the East part is Pamacaeack with 60. After Moyowance with 100. And lastly,
Nocotchtanke with 80. The river aboue this place maketh his passage downe a low
pleasant valley overshaddowed in many places with high rocky mountaines; from whecne
distill innumerable sweet and pleasant springs.

“The fift river is called Pawtuxunt, of a lesse proportion then rest; but the channell is 16
fadome deepe in some places, Here 6 are infinit skuls of divers kindes of fish more then
elswhere. Vpon this river dwell the people called Acquintanacksuak, Pawtuxunt, and
Mattapanient. Two hundred men was the greatest strength that could be there perceived.
But they inhabit together, and not so dispersed as the rest. These of all other we found
most civill to giue intertainement.

“Thirtie leagues Northward is a river not inhabited, yet navigable; for the red clay
resembling bole Armoniack we called it BOLUS. At the end of the Bay where it is 6

or 7 myles in breadth, it divides it selfe into 4. branches, the best commeth Northwest
from among the mountaines, but though Canows may goe a dayes iourney or two

vp it, we could not get two myles vp it with our boat for rockes. Vpon it is seated the
Sasquesahanocks, neare it North and by West runneth a creeke a myle and a halfe: at the
head whereof the Eble left vs on shore, where we found many trees cut with hatchets. The
next tyde keeping the shore to seeke for some Salvages; (for within thirtie leagues sayling,
we saw not any, being a barren Country,) we went vp another small river like a creeke 6
or 7 myle. From thence returning we met 7 Canowes of the Massowomeks, with whom we
had conference by signes, for we vnderstood one another scarce a word: the next day we
discovered the small river and people of Tockwhogh trending Eastward.
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“Having lost our Grapnell among the rocks of Sasquesahanocks, we were then neare

200 myles from home, and our Barge about two tuns, and had in it but twelve men to
performe this Discovery, wherein we lay about 12 weekes vpon those great waters in
those vnknowne Countries, having nothing but a little meale, oatemeale and water to feed
vs, and scarce halfe sufficient of that for halfe that time, but what provision we got among
the Salvages, and such rootes and fish as we caught by accident, and Gods direction; nor
had we a Mariner nor any had skill to trim the sayles but two saylers and my selfe, the rest
being Gentlemen, or them were as ignorant in such toyle and labour. Yet necessitie in a
short time by good words and examples made them doe that that caused them ever after
to feare no colours. What | did with this small meanes | leaue to the Reader to iudge, and
the Mappe | made of the Country, which is but a small matter in regard of the magnitude
thereof. But to proceed, 60 of those Sasquesahanocks came to vs with skins, Bowes,
Arrows, Targets, Beads, Swords, and Tobacco pipes for presents. Such great and well
proportioned men are seldome seene, for they seemed like Giants to the English, yea
and to the neighbours, yet seemed of an honest and simple disposition, with much adoe
restrained from adoring vs as Gods. Those are the strangest people of all those Countries,
both in language and attire; for their language it may well beseeme their proportions,
sounding from them, as a voyce in a vault. Their attire is the skinnes of Beares, and
Woolues, some haue Cassacks made of Beares heads 7 and skinnes, that a mans head
goes through the skinnes neck, and the eares of the Beare fastened to his shoulders, the
nose and teeth hanging downe his breast, another Beares face split behind him, and at
the end of the nose hung a Pawe, the halfe sleeues comming to the elbowes were the
neckes of Beares, and the armes through the mouth with pawes hanging at their noses.
One had the head of a Wolfe hanging in a chain for a lewell, his Tobacco pipe three
guarters of a yard long, prettily carued with a Bird, a Deere, or some such devise at the
great end, sufficient to beat out ones braines: with Bowes, Arrowes, and clubs, sutable to
their greatnesse. These are scarce knowne to Powhatan. They can make neare 600 able
men, and are pallisadoed in their Townes to defend them from the Massawomekes their
mortall enemies. Fiue of their chiefe Werowances came aboord vs and crossed the Bay
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in their Barge. The picture of the greatest of them is signified in the Mappe. The calfe of
whose leg was three quarters of a yard about, and all the rest of his limbes so answerable
to that proportion, that he seemed the goodliest man we ever beheld. His hayre, the one
side was long, the other shore close with a ridge over his crowne like a cocks combe. His
arrowes were fiue quarters long, headed with the splinters of a white christall-like stone, in
forme of a heart, an inch broad, and an inch and a halfe or more long. These he wore in a
Woolues skinne at his backe for his Quiver, his bow in the one hand and his clubbe in the
other, as is described.

“On the East side of the Bay, is the river Tockwhogh, and vpon it a people that can make
100 men, seated some seaven myles within the river: where they haue a Fort very well
pallisadoed and mantelled with barkes of trees. Next them is Ozinies with sixty men.
More to the South of that East side of the Bay, the river Rapahanock, neere vnto which
is the river Kuscarawaock. Vpon which is seated a people with 200 men. After that, is the
river Tants Wighcocomico, and on it a people with 100 men. The people of those rivers
are of little stature, of another language from the rest, and very rude. But they on the
river Acohanock with 40 men, and they of Accomack 80 men doth equalize any of the
Territories of Powhatan, and speake his languge, who over all those doth rule as King.

“Southward we went to some parts of Chawonock and the Mangoags to search for

them left by Mr. White. Amongst those people are thus many severall Nations of sundry
Languages, that environ Powhatans Territories. The Chawonockes, the Mangoags, the
Monacans, the Mannahokes, the Masawomekes, the Powhatans, the Sasquesahanocks,
the Atquanachukes, the Tockwoghes, and the Kuscarawaokes. All those not any

one vnderstandeth another but by Interpreters. Their severall habitations are more
plainly described by this annexed Mappe, which will present to the eye, the way of the
mountaines, and current of the rivers, with their severall turnings, bayes, shoules, Isles,
Inlets, and creekes, the breadth of 8 the waters, the distances of places, and such like. In
which Mappe obserue this, that as far as you see the little Crosses on rivers, mountaines,
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or other places haue beene discovered; the rest was had by information of the Savages,
and are set downe according to their instructions.

“Thus haue | walkt a wayless way, with vnhcouth pace, Which yet no Christian man did ever
trace: But yet | know this not affects the minde, Which eares doth heare; as that which
eyes doe finde.”

In the foregoing account, the “annexed Mappe,” of which Captain Smith speaks, showing
“the way of the mountains, and current of the rivers, with their severall turnings, bayes,
shoules, Isles, Inlets, and creeks, the breadth of the waters, the distance of places,

and such like,” presents to the eye almost a facsimile of modern maps representing the
same section, the only material distinguishing difference between them being in the
Indian names, which have, of course, been superseded by English ones. Its accuracy, as
compared with the maps of the present day, is wonderful; and upon it may be, not traced,
but immediately fixed on by the familiar eye, the locale which has since become Baltimore
on the Patapsco—a river marked on the “Mappe” as the “Bolus” river, and so called by
Captain Smith because of “the red clay resembling Bole armoniack.” This red clay, or
“bole,” after which Captain Smith named this river Bolus, was a covering for extensive
mines of iron ore since discovered and worked extensively on the Patapsco (the old
Bolus), the first of which mines were owned and worked by Mr. John Moale, at “Moale's
Point,” that “point” where it was sought to establish Baltimore town, but where the town
was not established, through the hostility of Mr. Moale, who refused to sell his land, and
who preferred and had a greater interest in his ores than in a prospective town.

Concurrent authorities fix upon the Bolus and the Patapsco as one and the same river,
either in words or by inference. Bozman says “the Patapsco is the Bolus river of Smith.”

Lossing says of Smith:—*He went up the Potomac to the falls above Washington city.
He also entered the Patapsco, and ate maize upon the site of Baltimore. These long
voyages were made in an open boat, propelled by oars and paddles. It was one of the
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most wonderful of exploring expeditions, considered in all its aspects, recorded by the pen
of history. Smith constructed a map of his discoveries, and every subsequent survey of the
region attests its wonderful accuracy.”

That Captain John Smith was the first white man whose eye rested upon the site of
Baltimore, there can be, hardly, a reasonable doubt. It was as far back as 1606, as
appears, that he penetrated the Patapsco; and when he had turned away from the head-
waters he had sought, a long time intervened before the coming of any 9 other of the
European race to the Patapsco again. It is not improbable that the next white man who
penetrated to this river, and who mayhap also stood and ate maize upon the site of the
present city, was Lord Baltimore himself, in 1628, of whom, in this connection, the historian
Bozman says:—“Whether Lord Baltimore personally, at the time of his visit to Virginia,
explored that tract of country now denominated Maryland, of which he afterwards procured
a grant, we are not positively informed. But as the obtaining a more complete knowledge
of the country bordering on the Chesapeake, than he could otherwise possibly have from
report, must have been the principal object of his visit, we cannot but suppose that he
must at this time, notwithstanding the discouragement of his pursuits by the Virginians,
have made the tour by water of the principal parts of the Chesapeake Bay.”

Nothing is positively known of the presence of any others in the neighborhood of Baltimore
up to the year 1659, although it is not unlikely that some had pushed up and settled about
the head waters of the Patapsco, following in the track of Captain John Smith's and Lord
Baltimore's visit.

1659. Baltimore County was established in this year. Its limits were then far more
extensive than at present, embracing not only all of Harford and Carroll Counties, but
large portions of Anne Arundel, Howard, and Frederick. At that time the population of all
Maryland was only twelve thousand, and that of the newly erected county was probably
less than one-sixth of that number.
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On the 28th, 29th and 30th of July, patents for land in the neighborhood of Baltimore were
issued to Robert Gorsuch for 500 acres, Hugh Kensey 400 acres, Richard Gorsuch 500
acres, Thomas Humphreys 300 acres, John Jones 200 acres, Thomas Powell 300 acres,
Howell Powell 300 acres, William Ball 420 acres, and Walter Dickinson 420 acres. Captain
Thomas Howell, Captain Thomas Stockett, and Messrs. Henry Stockett and John Taylor,
styled Commissioners of the County, took up patents, and on the 20th of July, 1661, held a
court at the house of Captain Howell, the presiding Commissioner, Mr. John Collett being
their clerk.

On the 20th day of October, Mr. Walter Dickinson sold all his land to Mr. Abraham Clarke,
a ship-wright. Mr. Clark also pur chased of Mr. John Collett, on the 2d of March, 1662, 200
acres, and of Richard Gorsuch 300 acres, and on the 7th of March, 1662, Mr. Clarke sold
all his lands to Thomas Muntross.

1661. The next settler who took up ground was Charles Gor- such, said to be a member
of the Society of Friends, who patented fifty acres of land on the 24th of February, 1661,
which is afterwards known as “Whetstone Point,” lying between the branches of the
Patapsco River, and at whose extremity Fort McHnry now stands—Mr. Gorsuch yielding
and paying the rent of £1 sterling per annum in equal half-yearly instalments at Saint
Mary's.

10

Mr. Gorsuch vacating, a patent was granted for the same land, on the 2d of June, 1702, to
Mr. James Carroll, who called it “Whetstone,” he paying two shillings rent per annum.

On the 15th of June, Mr. Peter Carroll surveyed for Mr. David Jones, 380 acres of land
on the line of what is now called Jones Falls, at a rent of fifteen shillings two and one-half
pence per year, which was called “Jones Range.” Mr. David Jones gave his hame to the
stream which is so often mentioned, and by its repeated overflows, of such troublesome
interest to Baltimoreans of the present day. Jones is said to have been the first actual
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settler, having his residence on the north side of his “Falls” on Jones street, which by the
sacrilegious interference of the ministers of the law has been changed into Front street.
We say sacrilegious, because the ancient landmarks and names of towns, cities, &c.,
should be preserved and cherished reverentially as are family heir-looms. Mr. Jones built
his residence in the neighborhood of the intersection of French street, near what was
known as “Finn's Bridge.”

On the 8th of February a warrant was issued to the Surveyor General to lay out 200

acres of land for Alexander Mountenay, which was afterwards called “Mountenay's

Neck.” Mr. Alexander Mountenay did not, however, receive a patent for his lands until the
30th of June, 1663. The patent states that Lawrencen Porter assigned 200 acres to Mr.
Mountenay, at the rent of 4 shillings sterling, &c., per annum; but we can find but one entry
where L. Porter demands 100 acres for transporting himself and servant in 1661. There

is another entry on the Land Records where Margaret Kinsey assigns 50 acres, Robert
Ball 100 acres, and Wm. Like 50 acres, to Alex. Mountenay in 1661, which is no doubt

the correct entry. “Mountenay's Neck,” which lay on each side of Harford run, was re-
surveyed the 27th of April, 1737, for Wm. Fell as Escheat Land. The run in question is now
bound in by long straight walls, or tunneled over, through which in drier times it trickles in
a meagre rivulet, or after heavy rains dashes with a swollen and turbid tide, to contribute
its portion of alluvion to supply labor to the ponderous “mud machines” to which the harbor
or basin of Baltimore owes its continuing existence. In olden days, Harford run meandered
lazily along the broad low lands until it silently entered the Patapsco; extending now to the
right, now to the left, now hid among the rushes on its banks, now lost to view as it spread
into some widening of the marsh, and then reappearing, slowly creeping onward to its
destination. Insignificant as it was, it possessed charms for Mr. Alexander Mountenay, the
ancient patentee; and as if acquiring dignity in the course of years, it now, with its confines,
is the boundary between “Old Town” and “Fell's Point.”

On the 1st of May an Act was passed by the General Assembly “that all vessels
whatsoever, not properly belonging to this Province, 11 having a deck flush fore and aft,
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coming in, and trading within this Province, shall pay, for port duties, or anchorage, half a
pound of powder, and three pounds of shot, or so much in value, for every ton of burden,
to the Lord Proprietary, and his Heirs.”

1668. The next land taken up was “Cole's Harbor,” on which the town of Baltimore was
originally laid out, containing about 550 acres, and divided into nearly two equal parts by
the current of “Jones Falls.”

On the 13th of January, Thomas Cole received a warrant for 300 acres of land, which

he soon after revoked, but renewed it again on the 8th of June. He also received on

the 8th of June 200 acres more by assignment from Geo. Yates, and 50 acres more

by assignment from John Blomfield, the assignee of Roger Sheekie, for his the said
Sheekie's transporting himself into Maryland in the year 1649. Geo. Yates received his
land from John Collitt the 8th of Feb., 1668, and John Collitt received the same from
Major Samuel Goldsmith, who claimed five rights of 50 acres each, for transporting Robert
Parker, Nicholas Banks, Thomas Pickerall, Edward Jackson, and Elizabeth Hopkins,—

all excepting 50 acres which were laid out for John Deering, were transferred to Yates

as aforesaid. “Cole's Harbor” was surveyed for Thomas Cole, Aug. 28th, 1668, and was
patented to him Sept. 4th: “To be held in fee and common soceage, by fealty only, for all
manner of services; yielding and paying therefor yearly unto us our heirs, at our receipt at
St. Maries, at the two most usual feasts in the year (viz) at the feast of the Annunciation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and at the feast of St. Michael the archangel, by even and equal
portions the rent of eleven shillings sterling in silver, or gold, and for a fine upon every
alienation of the said land or any part or parcel thereof, one whole year's rent in silver or
gold, or the full value thereof, &c., &c.”

“Cole's Harbor” was for a long time ample space for the accommodation of Baltimore; and
until, like a sturdy boy outgrowing his first garments, it required larger limits, and embraced
within its expansion Hap Hazard, Spicer's Inheritance, Chatsworth, Welsh Adventure,
Bond's Pleasant Hill, Ridgely's Delight, Lunn's Lot, Mount Royall, Timber Neck, David's
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Fancy, Salisbury Plains, Haile's Folly, Gay's Neglect, Darly Hall, Hanson's. Wood Lot,
Cole's Addition, Gallow Barrow, Roger's Inspection, Carter's Delight, Kemp's Addition,
Parker's Haven, Mountenay's Neck, Upton Court, Whetstone Point, Georgia, Diligence,
Fell's Point, Elizabeth, Inspection and Portland. All of these lands or farms, by various
names and titles, subsequently fell within the growing limits of Baltimore. “Cole's Harbor,”
after being patented to Cole, September 4th, 1668, was re-surveyed February 17th, 1698,
and found to contain only 510 acres, which were patented to James Todd, June 1st, 1700,
as “Todd's Range,” at the rent of ten shillings and two and a half pence per year.

12

On the 20th of June, 1668, Mr. John Howard patented “Timber Neck” comprising 200
acres, yielding and paying therefor yearly the rent of four shillings sterling in silver or gold.
“Timber Neck lay between the middle and north branches of the Patapsco, being that
part of the city now occupied by Howard, Eutaw and Paca streets. Other parties followed
Gorsuch, Mountenay, &c., and year after year the cultivation of this part of Baltimore
County went on increasing.

The most striking feature upon the face of society was these plantations. Upon them

were held some of our earliest courts and councils. Hardly a home or a tenement was not
approached by water. And our governors, privy-councillors, and county court judges, were,
all of them, planters. The principal planters were also the merchants, who traded with
London and the other great ports of England. And the large plantations, with their group

of storehouses and other buildings, assumed the appearance and performed the office of
little towns.

The currency of the province presents a good key to the state of society. In some
contracts, none was required. There was simply a barter or an exchange of one
commodity for another. In commercial transactions, a little English or European coin
was occasionally used. In the trade with the indians, for beaver skins and other valuable
articles, the peake and the roanoke obtained a free circulation, and a good deal of this
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kind of currency was held by the colonists. There was also a provincial coin consisting

of silver, and issued by the Proprietary, of various denominations (as groats, sixpences,
and shillings), having upon one side his lordship's arms, with the motto Crescite et
Multiplicamini, upon the other his image, with the circumscription Ccecilius Dominus
Terroe-Marice, &c.; being equal in fineness to English sterling, and of the same standard,
though somewhat less in weight. Specimens of this curious money are preserved in the
Maryland Historical Society; but very little of which, there is reason to believe, was ever
coined—tobacco being the most common currency of the province; and one pound of it, in
1650, worth about three pence of English money.

Our ancestors, about this time, generally sat upon stools and forms, the latter a sort of
bench, and sometimes, if not always, attached to the wall. They dined without forks,

but made a free use of the napkin; and paid especial attention to the furniture of their
bed-chambers. The walls, also, of their principal rooms were wainscotted, specimens

of which are still preserved at some of the old family-seats in Maryland. And they kept

a great deal of rich and massive silver plate, upon which were carved the arms of their
own ancestry. Tea and coffee they rarely if ever tasted; sugar they sometimes had; but
freely did they drink both cider and sack. And there is frequent mention of the silver sack-
cup. Strong punch and sack, it would seem, were their favorite 13 drink. They had, also,
every variety of fruit, both for the winter as well as for the summer. They delighted in pears
and apricots, in figs and pomegranates, in peaches and apples, and the most luscious
melons. The wild strawberry and grape-vine grew, also, in the richest profusion. The air
and the forest abounded in game; the rivers and bays in fish. Our ancestors feasted upon
the best oysters of America; and dined, we may suppose, upon the canvas-back, the most
delicious duck in the world. Providence was “not content with food to nourish man.” All
nature then was “music to the ear,” or “beauty to the eye.” The feathered songsters of the
forest were constantly heard. And so fascinated were our forefathers with a bird they had
never seen before their arrival, that they gave it the name of Baltimore —its colors (black
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and yellow) corresponding with those upon the escutcheon of the Calverts. The eagle also,
which still lingers, was then more frequently seen, in all his proudest majesty.

Tobacco was the great product of the province. In all the parts of Maryland at that time
colonized, was it cultivated. And it is said upon good authority, that “a hundred sail of
ships,” a year, from the West Indies and from England, traded in this article—the source
also of a very large revenue to the English crown, at “his lordship's vast expense, industry,
and hazard.” Indian corn (or “mayz,”) was also cultivated at an early period. From the
Indian also did we obtain the sweet potato. The word itself is derived from them. So also
are pone hominy, po coson, and many others.

No regular post was established; and it is doubtful if we had any printing-press before the
year 1689 in the province. Gentlemen travelled on horseback by land, or in canoes or
other small boats by water. Ferries over the rivers and other large streams were erected
by the government, and kept by the most respectable colonists—the duties in most cases,
however, being performed by their deputies. Letters were sent by private hand, and
dispatches from the government by a special messenger. The practice of partaking of
ardent spirits and other refreshments at funerals was brought by our earliest ancestors
from their own fatherland, and generally, if not universally observed. The sums expended
in “hot waters” and other drinks upon such occasions were surprisingly large.

The costume, during the reign of Charles 1., bore the marks of the strong military spirit

of that age, and was the most striking and picturesque ever worn in England. We have
also, here and there, a glimpse of it upon the records of this province. The inventory of
Thomas Egerton, a cavalier, may illustrate a part of it. There we have the falchion and
the rapier; the cloth coat lined with plush, and the embroidered belt; the gold hat-band,
and the feather; the pair of shoes, and the silk stockings; the pair, also, of cuffs, and the
silk garters. The signet-ring is also 14 mentioned, one of the articles of a gentleman at
that period. And we find that leather breeches, and stockings of the same material, were
frequently worn. The collar was succeeded by the cravat, it would seem about the time of
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the Protestant Revolution. Buff coats were also worn as early as 1650. The cocked hat
was probably not introduced before the year 1700.

Finger-rings were worn by almost all the early landed gentry of Maryland, and they
were the favorite tokens of regard and remembrance given in their wills. The number
bequeathed during the first hundred years after the settlement at St. Mary's would seem
incredible to any one who is not familiar with our early testamentary records.

Mr. Macaulay says that many English gentlemen and lords of manors, as late as 1685,
had hardly “learned enough to sign” a mittimus. The accuracy of his picture has been
doubted; but so far as it regards the education of many of the early gentry of Maryland,
nothing could be more faithfully drawn. That many gentlemen could not write their names
is evident; they repeatedly made their marks. Cases from the records could be cited. We
have instances in which the servant writes his name and the master makes his mark. One,
if not several, of the earliest udges of the provincial court came within this same category.
The fact, indeed, suggests a very important inference, and can only be accounted for upon
the true historical hypothesis. In the past we see the military, in the present the commercial
spirit of society.

1683. In 1663 an Act was passed by the General Assembly, “for seating of lands in
Baltimore County,” which was rejected by the Proprietary. But on the 6th of November,
1683, an Act was passed establishing towns, ports, and places of trade in “Baltimore
County on Patapsco, near Humphrey's Creek,” and on “Bush River on the town land,
near the Court House.” By this Act, “all ships and vessels, trading into this province, shall
unlade, and put on shore, and sell, barter and traffic away all goods, &c., imported into
this province. And all tobacco, goods, &c., of the growth, production or manufacture of
this province, intended to be sold here, or exported, shall be for that intent brought to the
said ports and places.” The commerce of the bay and river was growing, and as the most
convenient converging point at that time for all sections bordering on or communicating
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with the great streams, “North Point” was agreed on as the common resort and anchorage
of vessels for loading and distribution.

1696. On the 13th of January, 1695, Charles Carroll surveyed 1000 acres of land “lying
in Baltimore County on the north side of Patapsco river in the woods upon Jones' Falls,
and on the west side of the said Falls,” which was called “Ely O. Carroll.” On the 10th of
February, 1696, this land was patented; 500 acres to Daniel Carroll and 500 to Charles
Carroll, at the yearly rent of 15 two pounds per annum for the whole—this land being
“Cole's Harbor,” with further additions.

1702. On the 25th of March an Act was passed for the “establishment of religious
worship in this province, according to the Church of England; and for the maintainance of
ministers.” By this act the Episcopal Church was established by law throughout the State,
and a tax or assessment of forty pounds of tobacco per poll was successively levied upon
every taxable person within each parish, for the maintenance of the minister, who was
appointed by the Governor or Commander-in-Chief.

1704. On the 3d of October an Act was passed “prohibiting the importation of bread, beer,
flour, malt, wheat, or other English or Indian grain or meal, horses, mares, colts or fillies,

or tobacco from Pennsylvania, and the territories there belonging.” At the same time an
Act was passed “requiring the masters of ships and vessels to publish the rates of their
freight, before they take any tobacco on board.” By this Act “every Master and Commander
of a ship or vessel, before he take any tobacco on board his said ship or vessel, publish in
writing, by a note under his hand, which he shall cause to be affixed on the Court-house
door of the County where his said ship shall ride at Anchor, at what rate he will receive
tobacco upon freight per ton, on board his said ship for that intended voyage; which note
the Clerk of the County shall enter upon record.”

On the 3d of October of this year it was “thought convenient, and very much for the benefit
of the inhabitants of the province, that roads and paths be marked.” It was enacted,
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therefore, that all public and main roads be hereafter cleared and grubbed, fit for travelling
twenty feet wide, and that the roads that led to any County Court-house shall have two
notches on the trees on both sides of the roads, and another notch a distance above the
other two; and any road that leads to any church shall be marked into the entrance of the
same, and at the leaving any other road, with a slip cut down the face of the tree, near the
ground. This certainly shows how much of the country then settled was a wild wood, and
at the same time the primitive guide-marks along the public roads and paths leading to
court-houses, and also to the places of public worship.

1706. On the 19th of April an Act was passed creating “Whetstone Point” a town,— the
original favorite among locaters of land in this vicinity.

Speaking about this period, Beverly, in his history of Virginia, says:—"At the mouth of their
rivers, and all along upon the Sea and Bay, and near many of their creeks and swamps,
grows Myrtle, bearing a berry of which they make a hard, brittle wax, of a curious green
color, which by refining becomes almost transparent. Of this they make candles, which
are never greasie to the touch, nor melt with lying in the hottest weather; neither does the
snuff 16 of these ever offend the smell, like that of a tallow candle; but instead of being
disagreeable, if an accident puts a candle out, it yields a pleasant fragrancy to all that

are in the room; insomuch, that nice people often put them out, on purpose to have the
incense of the expiring snuff. The method of managing these berries is by boiling them in
water, till they come to be entirely dissolved, except the stone or seed in the middle, which
amounts in quantity to about half the bulk of the berry; the bigest of which is something
less than a corn of pepper.”

1708. On the 17th of December an Act was revived “imposing three pence per gallon on
rum and wine, brandy and spirits, and twenty shillings per poll for negroes, for raising a
supply to defray the public charge of this Province, and twenty shillings per poll on Irish
servants, to prevent the importing too great a number of Irish Papists into this Province.”
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1711. In this year we find Mr. Charles Carroll selling thirty-one acres of his portion of
“Cole's Harbor” with a mill-seat, to Mr. Jonathan Hanson, millwright, who erected a mill, of
which the remains were standing a short time since, in the old building near the northwest
intersection of Bath and Holliday streets.

1713. On the 14th of November an Act was passed “for the more speedy conveying public
letters and packets of this Province and defraying the charge thereof; and to prevent the
abuses of breaking open, and concealing any letters whatsoever.” By this Act the sheriff
of each county was authorised to convey all public letters to the sheriff of the next county,
and so on to the place of destination—the sheriff of Baltimore county to receive for his
services six hundred pounds of tobacco annually.

1715. On the 3d of June an Act was passed authorising “that for the future there shall be
held four courts in the year, viz.: for Baltimore County, the first Tuesday in March, June,
August, and November.”

1717. On the 8th of June an Act was passed “for laying an additional duty of twenty
shillings current money per poll on all Irish servants, being Papists, to prevent the growth
of Popery by the importation of too great number of them into this Province; and also the
additional duty of twenty shillings current money per poll on all negroes, for raising a fund
for the use of Public Schools within the several counties of this Province.” By this Act “all
masters of ships and vessels, or others, importing Irish servants, being Papists, into this
Province, by land or by water, at the time of their entry, shall pay unto the Naval officer for
the time being, belonging to such port or place, where they make their entry, the additional
sum of twenty shillings current money, over and above the twenty shillings sterling per
poll imposed by a former Act of Assembly of this Province, for every Irish servant so,
imported, on penalty and forfeiture of five pounds current money for every servant that
shall be by him or them concealed 17 at the time of his or their entry as aforesaid, one-
half thereof to be appropriated for defraying the public charge of this Province, the other
half to the informer, or to him or them that shall sue for the same, to be recovered in his
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Lordship's name, in any court of record within this Province, that shall have jurisdiction
of the same, by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein no ession, protection or
wager of law to be allowed.” It is further “enacted, that the Naval Officers of the time being,
belonging to the several and respective Districts within this Province, be, and are hereby
authorized, impowered and required to administer to every such Irish servant, except
children under the age of fourteen years, (to be adjudged at the discretion of the Naval
Officer) so imported as aforesaid, the several oaths appointed by the Act of Assembly,
and cause them to subscribe the Oath of Abjuration and the test, and all and every such
servants that shall refuse to take the Oaths, and sign the Oaths and test as aforesaid
(except before excepted), shall be and are hereby deemed and declared Papists, for
whom the owner or importer shall be obliged to pay the additional duty as aforesaid.”

1723. On the 26th of October, an Act was passed “to punish blasphemers, swearers,
drunkards, and sabath-breakers.” By this Act it was imposed, “That if any person shall
hereafter, within this Province, willingly, maliciously, and advisedly, by writing or speaking,
blaspheme or curse God, or deny our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, or shall
deny the Holy Trinity—the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, or the Godhead of any of the
Three Persons, or the Unity of the Godhead, or shall utter any profane words concerning
the Holy Trinity, or any the Persons thereof, and shall be thereof convict by verdict, or
confession, shall, for the first offence be bored through the tongue, and fined twenty
pounds sterling to the Lord Proprietor, to be applied to the use of the County where the
offence shall be committed, to be levied on the offender's body, goods and chattels, lands
or tenements; and in case the said fine cannot be levied, the offender to suffer six months
imprisonment without bail or mainprizes; and that for the second offence, the offender
being thereof convict, as aforesaid, shall be stigmatized by burning in the forehead with
the letter B, and fined forty pounds sterling to the Lord Proprietor, to be applied and levied
as aforesaid, and in case the same cannot be levied, the offender shall suffer twelve
months imprisonment without bail or mainprize, and that for the third offence, the offender
being convict as aforesaid, shall suffer death without the benefit of clergy.” Profane
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swearers were fined two shillings and six pence for the first oath or curse, and five shillings
for every oath or curse after the first. Drunkards to be fined five shillings for every offence.
In case of the non-payment of fines by drunkards and swearers, they were to be fined or
whipped not over thirty-nine lashes, or be placed in the stocks over three hours. Sabbath-
breaking 2 18 was punishable by a fine of 200 pounds of tobacco. House-keepers selling
strong liquor on Sunday, punishable by a fine of 2000 pounds of tobacco. This act to be
read by every minister in his parish church four times a year, on forfeiture of 1000 pounds
of tobacco.

In this year there were but five ships in the Patapsco up for freight for London, to which
place the trade was then carried on extensively, but one of which ships was said to lie

in the Northern Branch. There were persons living in the last twenty years who have
seen as many vessels of burthen anchored at the same time, at the point between the
south and middle branches of the Patapsco, as in the north branch on which our city was
finally established. The ships which traded with the surrounding country never at this time
ascended the Patapsco, but lying at anchor off North Point, received their cargoes from
the rivers which emptied into the bay in the vicinity.

1726. Mr. Edward Fell, a Quaker from Lancashire, England, who had settled east of Jones
Falls, took out an escheat warrant, and employed Richard Gist to survey “Cole's Harbor,”
or “Todd's Range,” and in the succeeding year purchased the rights in it of John Gorsuch,
son of Charles. But this stirred the sons of Charles Carroll, then lately dead, who entered
a caveat, and prevented the new grant sought for by the enterprising land-hunter from
Lancashire. Gist's return of the survey is interesting as showing that, in 1726, the sole
improvements in that part of modern Baltimore were three dwellings, a mill, tobacco-
houses and orchards, and that the land was about “one-half cleared and of middling
quality.”

1728. On the 24th of October, an Act was passed “to encourage the destroying of wolves,
crows, and squirrels.” By this Act every taxable person was required to produce annually
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to the Justice of the Peace where they resided, three squirrels' scalps or crows' heads,
under a forfeiture of two pounds of tobacco by execution, for every such scalp, &c., not
produced. Two pounds of tobacco were also allowed in the county levy for every such
scalp, &c., produced over and above the three required by law; 200 pounds of tobacco
were also allowed in the payment of taxes for every wolf's head.

1729. As yet no designation had been given to the significant settlement, which had
groped its way and fixed itself amid the creeks and marshes and under the hills of

the northwestern branch of the Patapsco. To the point between the south and middle
branches, the main road from the west and through the country generally was directed,
passing south of Gwynn's Falls, at the mouth of which once stood Tasker & Carroll's
Furnace of the “Baltimore Company.” This point, the terminus of such a road, and with
such an anchorage for commerce, was, of course, one of vast importance in “seating
counties” and establishing a 19 future metropolis. And at last, when the head of tide
began to attract attention as the proper site for a fair and promising town, it was upon
the southern, and not the northwestern branch it was proposed to be placed. Fortunately
for the owners of “Cole's Harbor,” and for us of the present day, “Moale's Point"—which
looks in on Spring Gardens—the intended and designated site of the new city, was the
property of a Mr. John Moale, a merchant from Devonshire, in England, who set prodigious
store by certain iron mines which he believed to be situated on his territory, and when
he got wind of the attempt about to be made to put a town upon his property, he posted
off to Annapolis, which by this time had become the seat of government, and taking his
place in the Legislature, of which he was a member, defeated the plan, much to his own
satisfaction, no doubt, but whether equally to the satisfaction of his heirs is a point which
admits of question. Excluded from the level land, those persons interested in forming a
new town, were obliged from sheer necessity, which in this instance forced them to their
true interests, to seek the site of Baltimore under the hills and amid the marshes of the
northwestern branch of the river; and accordingly, on Monday morning, July 14th, 1729,
the petition of the inhabitants of Baltimore was read in the Upper House of Assembly,
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“praying that a bill may be brought in for the building of a Town, on the North side of
Patapsco river, upon the land supposed to belong to Messrs. Charles and Daniel Carroll.”
On Friday morning, July 25th, the bill was read a second time and ordered to be endorsed
thus, “the name of the land being inserted, and a saving clause as usual in bills of the like
nature to be added.” It was then sent to the Lower House by Colonel Tilghman, signed,
&c., by order of John Ross, clerk. On July 14th, Colonel Ward, from the Upper House,
delivered to the Speaker of the Lower House “the petition of several the inhabitants in
and about Patapsco river and the rest of the inhabitants of Baltimore County” endorsed
thus, “By the Upper House of Assembly, 14th July, 1729, read and recommended to the
consideration of the Lower House of Assembly,” with this further endorsement: “We the
subscribers proprietors of the land mentioned in the within petition, do consent there may
an act pass as prayed in the usual terms.

“ Charles Carroll,
“ Daniel Carroll.”

On the second day it was ordered that leave be given to bring in a bill as prayed. On
Saturday, July 26th, the bill was passed for engrossing. On the 30th the bill was finally
passed. On the 8th of August the Lower House assembled in the Upper House, where
the laws passed during the session were signed and received the assent of the Right
Honorable the Lord Proprietary, &c., of which the following is a copy of the law relating
to Baltimore:—"At a session of Assembly begun and held at the City of Annapolis, in
the County of Ann-Arundel, for the Province of Maryland, on the 20 10th Day of July,
in the 15th Year of the Dominion of the Right Honourable Charles, absolute Lord and
Proprietary of the Province of Maryland and Avalon, Lord Baron of Baltimore, &c., and
ended the 8th of August, Anne Domini 1729, was enacted the following law: ‘Benedict
Leonard Calvert, Esq., Governor. Passed Aug. 8th, 1729:—An Act for erecting a Town
on the North side of Patapsco, in Baltimore County, and for laying out in Lots, Sixty Acres
of Land, in and about the place where one John Fleming now lives.” By this Act Major
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Thomas Tolley, William Hamilton, William Buckner, Dr. George Walker, Richard Gist, Dr.
George Buchanan and Colonel William Hammond were appointed commissioners to lay
off the town. They were all justices of the county, excepting Doctor Walker, and as such,
generally deputy commissaries; some of them were delegates before or after. Mr. Gist,
then deputy surveyor of the western shore, was the son of Mr. Christopher Gist, or Guest,
as in some records, who had settled on the south side of the Patapsco as early as 1682,
and died before the river became the bounds of the county; Dr. Buchanan, who came
from Scotland, purchased lands and practised medicine in the county from the year 1723;
Colonel Hammond was, from all accounts, the son of Mr. John Hammond, who settled

on the north side of the Patapsco, upon lands for which he paid forty shillings sterling

per acre, as early as 1695; Mr. Hamilton purchased lands in the county, as appears

by the records, in 1710; Doctor Walker, with a brother James, had practised medicine

in Anne Arundel county some years, but came to reside in Baltimore county about the
year 1715, and was the proprietor of that well-known seat and tract of land on the west
side of the town called Chatsworth, which is occupied at present by Daniel B. Banks,

on Franklin street; Mr. Buckner had not apparently been long settled in the country, but

in 1726 became purchaser of several tracts of land in Patapsco Neck. John Flemming,
who has thus travelled down to posterity by Act of Assembly, and to whose memory a
great city may now be almost deemed a monument, was a tenant of Mr. Carroll's; and the
antiquarian who revels in the occupation of deciphering the almost illegible remnants of
the past, may deposit himself on the east side of South Charles Street at the intersection
of Lombard, and repeating, as he may do with perfect security, “here was once the
homestead of John Flemming,” enjoy at his ease the associations that the occasion may
give rise to. The Commissioners of Baltimore Town were appointed for life, and were
authorised to fill their own vacancies; also empowered “to purchase (by agreement, or
valuation of a jury) sixty acres of land, on the tract whereon John Flemming now lives,
commonly known by the name of ‘Cole's Harbor;’ and to lay out the same in the most
convenient manner into sixty equal lots, to be erected into a town. The land being laid
out, surveyed, marked, staked out and divided into convenient streets, lanes, &c., and the
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lots marked, 21 numbered, &c., the owner of the land to have the first choice for one lot,
after which the remaining lots to be taken up by others, none to take up more than one

lot during the first four months, nor any but the inhabitants of the county within six months
after laying out; after which vacant lots may be taken up by any other persons. The takers-
up of lots to pay the owner of the land the valuation of the sixty acres, proportionably to
their lots, which shall give such purchasers, their heirs and assigns, an absolute estate,

in fee simple, in said lots; they complying with the requisites in this Act mentioned. The
surveyor to return a plat of the town to the County Clerk, to be by him kept among the
county records. In case the taker-up of any lot or lots neglect to build thereon within
eighteen months, a house that shall cover 400 square feet, then may any other person
enter upon such lot or lots so not built upon, paying the Commissioners, or person by them
thereunto appointed, the sum first set and assessed upon such lot, for the use and benefit
of the town; provided, such second taker-up do build and finish, within eighteen months
after such his entry made, such house as in this Act is before limited and appointed be
built by the first taker-up; which house so built, shall give as good estate to such second
taker-up as is by this Act settled upon the first taker-up and builder. If any lots remain
untaken after seven years from the date of this Act, then shall the owner of the land (after
such time has expired) be possessed and interested in such lots, as in his first and former
estate. The town to be called Baltimore Town; the Commissioners to employ a sufficient
clerk to make true and impartial entries of their proceedings, upon oath, which entries shall
be made up into a well bound book, and lodged with the clerk of Baltimore county court,
for the inspection of any person, saving to the Crown, the Lord Proprietor, all bodies politic
and corporate, and all others not mentioned in this Act their several rights.” On the first

of December, Messrs. Richard Gist, William Hamilton, Doctors Buchanan and Walker,
agreed with Mr. Charles Carroll, acting for himself and brother Daniel, about the price and
purchase of the sixty acres of land, to be erected into a town called Baltimore Town, in
honor of the Lord Proprietary, who in his turn had borrowed his from a town of the same
name, which stands on a promontory in the sea, in the County of Cork, Ireland, at the rate
of forty shillings per acre in current money of Maryland, or tobacco, to be paid into the
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hands of the Sheriff of the County, at the rate of one penny per pound, this to be paid by
each “taker-up” of lots.

1730. On the 12th of January, the commissioners, assisted by Philip Jones, the county
surveyor, laid off the town, commencing at a point near the northwest corner of what is
now called Pratt and Light streets and running thence northwesterly, along or near Uhler's
alley, towards what was then called a “great eastern road” and “a great gully” or drain

at or near Sharp street, thence 22 across the present Baltimore street, east of the gully
northeasterly with the same road, afterwards called the Church road, and now McClellan's
alley, to the precipice which overhung the falls at or near the southwest corner of St. Paul
and Saratoga streets, then with the bank of Jones Falls (which then swept up to the hast
named corner) southwardly and eastwardly various courses, unto the low grounds which
lay ten perches west of Gay street, including the African Bethel church lot, then due south
along the margin of those low grounds to the bank on the north side of the river, which
then came up to near the present Custom House and Post Office building, and thence by
that bank various courses, nearly as Lombard street runs, westwardly and southwardly

to the first mentioned point, making thus by its original bounds the form of an ancient

lyre. The town was divided by Long street, now called Baltimore street, running 132%
perches from east to west and four perches wide, intersected at right angles by Calvert
street, then not named, 56% perches from the hill near the falls north, to the riverside
south, also four perches wide, and by Forrest street, afterwards called Charles street, 89%4
perches in the same course, and three perches wide. There were also nine lanes of the
width of one perch each, since widened and called South, Second, Light, Hanover, East,
Belvedere, Lovely, St. Paul's and German streets. The lots, containing about one acre
each and numbered from one to sixty, commencing on the north side of Long (Baltimore)
street and running westward, returned eastward on the south side. On the 14th of January,
and on several of the following days, the office was open for takers-up, and it appears
that the proprietor, Mr. Carroll, chose No. 49, which was the east side of Calvert street
next the river bank, Mr. Gist taking the lot on the opposite side of Calvert street. Other lots
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were taken by Messrs. Walker, Jones, Jackson, Hammond, Price, Buckner, Sheridine,
Powell, Ridgely, Trotten, North, Hewitt, Gorsuch and Harris, all inhabitants of the vicinity;
some did not improve in time, and their lots were taken by new settlers in succession, but
some lots fell to the original proprietor, not being taken up within seven years. Thus the
first “Baltimore Town” was laid out and disposed of, but it was as we see a small affair

of sixty rough acres, comprised within the westernmost basin of the Patapsco on the
south, the chalk hills of Charles and Saratoga streets on the north, the deep drain and
gully which swept down about the present course of Liberty street and McClellan's alley

on the west, and on the east of the big swamp, which bordering Jones Falls, ran up by its
western flank as far on the present Frederick street as Saratoga or Bath streets. Jones
Falls, the absolute easternmost limit, swept round in a deep, horse-shoe bend, a couple of
squares above our Gay street bridge, the course of the horse-shoe penetrating as far as
the corner of Calvert and Lexington streets, and thence going northeastwardly along the
line of Calvert street. From the 23 small quantity of ground originally taken for the town,
and from the difficulty of extending the town in any direction, as it was surrounded by hills,
water-courses or marshes, it is evident that the commissioners did not anticipate either its
present commerce or population. The expense of extending streets, of building bridges,
and of levelling hills and filling marshes, to which their successors have been subjected,
and which unfortunately increases that of preserving the harbor as improvements increase
and soil is loosened, have been obstacles scarcely felt in other American cities, requiring
immense capitals of themselves, against which nothing but the great local advantages

for internal and external trade would have enabled the citizens to contend. The situation
relative to other parts of the country, however, afforded the most direct communication; the
proximity of better soil, the great security presented by the harbor, the abundance of stone,
lime, iron and timber, and the proximity of seats for water-works, all contributing to make
the first part of the town the centre around which additions have been nearly equally made,
affords some proof of the commissioners' judgment and foresight. It is to be noticed also,
that the lots toward the river were all taken within the first three days, and not one of those
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on Baltimore street, except that on the north side, next adjoining the great public road, now
McClellan's alley.

It appears that Roger Mathews was presiding justice at this time, and Thomas Sheridine
sheriff, but the latter was succeeded the same year by John Hall.

During this year a ship-carpenter, William Fell, brother of Edward, who settled east of
Jones Falls in 1726, bought the tract of land called Copus's Harbor, and built a mansion
there, on the present site of Lancaster street, so that the subsequent improvements and
disposition of the property have resulted in what still bears the name of “Fell's Point.”

The situation of the town at this time was unhealthy, and would continue to be so until

a large marsh was reclaimed. The alluvion of the falls, spreading from the shore from
Harford run to South street, already limited the channel of the river on the north side of it,
and formed some islands which continued to be overflowed by high tides, until the islands
and shoals were made fast land, as they now are. Certainly the commissioners were not
regardless of the navigation, or they would not have located the town by the water; yet the
exterior lines nowhere reached the shore, and one street only, Calvert street, appeared

to communicate with it, for between the east end of Baltimore street and the falls, there
was a marsh, and on the south, Charles street terminated at Uhler's spring branch, or
rather a precipice which stood on the south side of it, as did the north end of Calvert street,
at a greater precipice, where, indeed other commissioners closed the street by erecting
the Court-house, which stood on a bluff overhanging the falls, precisely where the Battle
Monument now stands.

24

The zeal of the founders of our city furnishes evidence this year, in the passage of an
Act by the Assembly on the 16th of June, for the erection of a parish church in Baltimore,
which, being the first church erected in the town, we will endeavor to give a brief history
of the same from the first knowledge we have of it, down to the present time. In January,
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1675, Mr. Jeremiah Eaton in his will devised to the first Protestant minister who should

reside in Baltimore County, and his successors, “Stokely Manner,” containing 550 acres.
Up to this time there had been no resident Protestant, in other words Church of England,
minister in the county. This Manor was about two miles south from Abington, as it is now
called, and four or five miles northeast from Joppa, and six or seven miles from the bay.

It is not probable that as yet there was a population of more than one thousand in the
whole county, which extended from below the Patapsco river to the north line of the
Province, a distance in a direct line from north to south of more than forty miles, and a
considerable proportion of it was on the south side of the Patapsco. The rest, save on
the Spesutiee and Bush river neighborhood, were scattered widely distant from each
other on the rivers and inlets along the bay. Little land could as yet have been brought
under cultivation, and a house of unhewed timbers from the wild forest, afforded the most
comfortable dwelling possessed by any one. The original terms for seating lands in this
country indeed had materially hindered the increase of population. Not only had the time
fixed for the emigrants sailing from England been too short as well as unseasonable, but
each one was obliged to keep three servants, above three years old, upon his plantation,
which many were not able to do. Besides all this, through this vast region of wild forests
lay the great war-path of the “ Sasquesahanocks ” and more northern Indians, in their
too frequent forays on the Piscataway nations on the Patuxent. Of these a few were
sometimes killed in their passing through by the settlers, and revenge was not long
delayed; and when even not prompted by revenge, the lives and property of the settlers
were alike a prey to their savage depredations. It is not long after this date that we have a
petition, quite illustrative, to the General Assembly, from Thomas Hawkins of this county,
asking for relief; in which he states that the Indians had lately broken into his house with
violence and spoiled him of all his goods, so that he had not a bed left him to lie on or a
spoon left to eat his victuals with. It may not be out of place to mention here some account
of the Indian tribes which inhabited Baltimore County, and the surrounding country.
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Captain John Smith, in his history, speaking of the habits and customs of the Indians,
says:

“When they need Walnuts they break them between two stones, yet some parts of the
shels will cleave to the fruit. Then doe they dry them againe upon a Mat over a hurdle.
After they 25 put it into a morter of wood, and beat it very small. That done, they mix

it with water, that the shels may sinke to the bottome. This water will be coloured as
milke, which they call Pawcohiccora, and keepe it for their use. Of their Chesnuts and
Chechinquamins boyled, they make both broath and bread for their chiefe men, or at their
greatest feasts. They divide the year into five seasons. Their winter some call Popanow,
the spring Cattapeuk, the sommer Cohattayough, the earing of their Corne Nepinough, the
harvest and fall of leafe Taquitock. From September untill the midst of November are the
chiefe feasts and sacrifice. Then haue they plentie of fruits as well planted as naturall, as
corne, greene and ripe, fish, fowle, and wilde beasts exceeding fat. The greatest labour
they take, is in planting their corne, for the Country naturally is overgrowne with wood.
To prepare the ground they bruise the barke of the trees neare the root, then doe they
scortch the roots with fire that they grow no more. The next yeare with a crooked peece
of wood they beat up the weeds by the rootes, and in that mould they plant their Corne.
There manner is this: They make a hole in the earth with a sticke, and into it they put
foure graines of wheate and two of beanes. These holes they make foure foote one from
another. Their women and children do continually keepe it with weeding, and when it is
growne middle high they hill it about like a hop-yard. Their corne they rost in the care
greene, and bruising it in morter of wood with a Polt, lap it in rowles in the leaues of their
corne, and so boyle it for a daintie. As small as the proportion of ground that hath yet
beene discovered, is in comparison of that yet vnknowne; the people differ very much

in stature, especially in language, as before is expressed. Some being very great, as

the Sasquesahanocks; others very little, as the Wighcocomocoes: but generally browne
when they are of any age, but they are borne white. Their hayre is generally blacke, but
few haue any beards. The men weare halfe their beards shaven, the other halfe long;
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for Barbers they vse their women, who with two shels will grate away the hayre of any
fashions, agreeable to their yeares, but ever some part remaineth long. They are very
strong, of an able body and full of agilitie, able to endure to lie in the woods vnder a tree by
the fire in the worst of winter, or in the weedes and grasse in ambuscado in the sommer.
Some are of disposition feareful, some bold, most cautelous, all savage. They are soone
moued to anger, and so malicious that they seldome forget an iniury. For their apparell
they are sometimes covered with the skinnes of wilde beasts, which in winter are dressed
with the hayre, but in sommer without. The better sort vse large mantels of Deare skins,
not much differing in fashion from the Irish mantels, some imbrodered with white beads,
some with Copper, other painted after their manner. But the common sort haue scarce to
cover their nakednesse, but with grasse, the leaues of trees, or such like. Their women,
some haue 26 their legs, hands, breasts and face cunningly imbrodered with divers
workes, as beasts, serpents, artificially wrought into their flesh with black spots. In each
eare commonly they haue 3 great holes, whereat they hang chaines, bracelets, or copper.
Some of their men weare in those holes, a small greene and yellow coloured snake, neare
halfe a yard in length, which crawling and lapping her selfe about his necke oftentimes
familiarly would kisse his lips. Others weare a dead Rat tyed by the taile. Some on their
heads weare the wing of a bird, or some large feather with a Rattell. Those Rattels are
somewhat like the chape of a Rapier, but lesse, which they take from the taile of a snake.
Many haue the whole skinne of a Hawke or some strange foule, stuffed with the wings
abroad. Others a broad peece of Copper, and some the hand of their enemy dryed. Their
heads and shoulders are painted red with the roote Pocone brayed to powder, mixed with
oyle, this they hold in summer to preserve them from the heate, and in winter from the
cold. Many other formes of paintings they vse, but he is the most gallant that is the most
monstrous to behold.”

In closing his description he says: “So then here is a place, a nurse for souldiers, a
practise for mariners, a trade for marchants, a reward for the good, and that which is most
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of all, a businesse (most acceptable to God) to bring such poore Infidels to the knowledge
of God and his holy Gospell.”

Under all these circumstances, it is not wonderful that the early settlers of this country had
not as yet been able to have the services of a minister; and it was a noble Christian act
for Mr. Eaton to provide as he did for the support of a resident minister, for this scattered,
struggling, destitute people. The Rev. John Yeo, who removed to this county from Calvert
about 1682, is the first Church of England clergyman, or any other of whom we have

any mention, in Baltimore County. Mr. Eaton having made the provision which we have
mentioned, it may have been some inducement to Mr. Yeo to remove to this county. The
places for holding public worship were generally private dwellings; for we have found

no hint that there were any other than such in the county, save St. George's, which was
simply a log-building. St. Paul's Parish were accustomed to assemble for public worship in
Patapsco Neck, the neck of land between Back Creek and the Patapsco river, cast from
the city of Baltimore. Their place of assembling at that time, was probably from six to eight
miles from the present city limits. Mr. Yeo was spared to minister here only a few brief
years, He died in 1686, leaving a married daughter, and a son John, if no other children, to
which son the Court gave his property, and made Miles Gibson his administrator.

Within three years after the death of Mr. Yeo, on the first of August, 1689, occurred

what is called the Protestant revolution in Maryland. On that (lay the government of the
Province was seized by the Protestants, without bloodshed, which put an end here to

27 the Roman Catholic rule and domination. The government passed into the hands of

a Protestant Convention of the Colonies, and Lord Baltimore's officers were deposed.
Aider its continuance for two years and a half, the government of the Province was taken
in charge by King William and Queen Mary, and early in the spring of 1692 Gov. Copley
arrived as their Majesties' Governor. In this government no Roman Catholic was permitted
to hold office.
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By the Act establishing the Church of England in the Province, passed on the 9th of June,
1692, every taxable inhabitant (and such were all male persons, and female slaves,
female mulattoes born of white persons, and free negro women), of the age of sixteen,
were obliged to pay 40 pounds of tobacco annually to the support of the parish minister.
Patapsco Hundred, or St. Paul's Parish, in the returns of the year 1694 to the County
Court, contained 231 taxable inhabitants, equal to 8240 pounds of tobacco, or $226 less
than one dollar tax to each inhabitant. Under the Act of 1692, the several parishes having
been determined or defined, the freeholders of each parish were then directed to meet by
the appointment of the County Justices, and make a choice of six vestry-men. Such an
appointment having been made, the freeholders of Patapsco Parish, as it was then called,
now known as St. Paul's, accordingly met and elected a vestry. But of that meeting we find
no record. That they however did so meet and make then an election, the following entry,
found in the records of the Baltimore County Court for 1693, folio 126, fully proves. It is
this:

“We, the Vestrymen for Patapsco Hundred, met together at the house of Maj. John
Thomas,” when it was determined “that at Pettetes old field was the most convenient place
to erect a church, and also appointed John Gay to be clerk of the Vestry, Mr. Watkings
being absent. And at another meeting at Master Demondidies, did confirm the above
mentioned proceedings. Mr. Watkings also absent. George Ashman, Nicholas Corban,
John Terry, Richard Sampson, Francis Watkings, Richard Cromwell.” This record thus tells
of two vestry meetings, of what was done at, and who the vestry-men were. Such were the
beginnings at the organization of this parish one hundred and seventy-nine years ago.

General Tobias Stansbury, who died in 1849, aged 92 years, said that the old St. Paul's
Church stood about thirty or forty rods west of where the Sellers Point road leaves the
North Point road on the left side as you go east. It was built of brick. In 1765 it was then in
ruins, and the bones of the dead buried there were removed to Baltimore town. The plough
has not left a trace of the old building on the spot where it stood.
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In 1702 St. Paul's was made a missionary parish, mainly under the ministry of Roy. Wm.
Tibbs, who does not appear to have been a faithful rector. After several unsuccessful
attempts to build a new church, the parish at last succeeded, and about 1702 built, as

is 28 supposed, the one mentioned by Gen. Stansbury. On the 2d of January 1728, Mr.
Thomas Sheredine and Mr. Richard Gist having been appointed a committee by the vestry
to purchase a site for the building of a new church, purchased two acres of land of Mr.
Moses Edwards, on the old York road near Walsh's tan-yard. The vestry afterwards, on the
8th of July, 1729, decided to build at Mr. Edward Fells', who lived east of Jones Falls.

On the 16th of June, 1730, an Act was passed by the General Assembly “for the Building
a Church in Baltimore County, and in a Town called Baltimore Town, in St. Paul's Parish.”
Bacon says: “The Act of 1727 having impowered the Vestry-men and Church wardens to
purchase one or more acres of land, and thereon to build a Parish Church; in pursuance
whereof, land was purchased but not built on; and the same being very inconvenient, the
present Act impowers the Vestry-men and Church-wardens to purchase a Lot in Baltimore-
Town and to cause a Church to be built thereon; which shall be the Parish Church of the
said Parish, and be called St. Pauls Church, and directs, that the Tobacco to be raised by
the afore recited Act, be applied to the Building a Church in the Town as aforesaid.” Under
the provisions of this Act, on the first of July, 1730, the vestry having abandoned the idea
of building at Mr. Fells', as they had previously determined, on the lot purchased on the
old York road, agreed with Doctor George Walker for lot No. 19 on the town plat, to build
the church on. This lot was the most elevated point on the plat, and it is on the northwest
corner of that lot that the present St. Paul's now stands—on the corner of Saratoga and
Charles streets. The lot then extended south below Lexington street, and eastward to St.
Paul's street.

On the 28th of July, 1730, the vestry again met, and agreed with Thomas Hartwell to build
the walls of the new church, which were to be 50 feet by 23 feet in the clear, and 18 feet
high from the floor to the ceiling, for £40; the vestry to haul the bricks, lime and sand. They
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also agreed with Charles Wells to make 100,000 bricks, to be delivered at or upon the
last day of October, and May then succeeding, for £90 currency. On the 3d of November
the vestry agreed with Mr. John Moale and Mr. William Hammond to get the rafters, six
window-frames, two for each side, and one for each end, and two door-frames, one for
the southeast side, and the other for the end, for £59 5s. currency, or tobacco at 105 per
hundred at the same amount. On the 2d of February 1731, the vestry agreed with Mr.
Hammond to build a vestry-house in Baltimore Town, 16 feet by 12, in height 7% feet,
for which they were to pay £6. They also agreed with Mr. Charles Ridgely to draw the
brick for £10, and Mr. Jonas Robinson to furnish 1500 bushels of lime, at the place where
the church was to be built, for 6d. currency per bushel. On the 9th of April Mr. Hartwell
failed in his contract, and the vestry agreed with Mr. John Babcock to build the walls of
the church for £50 currency. On the 11th of October 1732, Rev. Wm. 29 Tibbs died. He
was succeeded by Rev. Joseph Hooper. Owing to the failures in fulfilling contracts and
other delays, the church was not completed until 1739, a period of eight years from the
time work was first commenced. Mr. Hooper died July 12th, 1739, and was buried in the
church, He was succeeded by the Rev. Benedict Bourdillon, July 29th, 1739. He died
January 5th, 1745, greatly lamented. On the 11th of February 1745, Rev. Thomas Chase
was appointed rector by Gov. Bladen. At the meeting of the vestry on the 30th of June,
1753, they ordered that the middle portion of the front gallery be taken down. This was
done in order to place the organ there, which had been purchased by subscription from
Mr. Adam Lynn, to put in its place. At this period the church also had a bell. On the first
of June the vestry ordered a brick wall to be built around the church. After an eventful
and useful ministry of thirty-four years, Dr. Chase, father of Samuel Chase, one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence, &c., &c., died on the 4th of April 1779, and
was succeeded, by Rev. Wm. West, D. D., who became rector June 7, 1779.

On the 1st of November 1779, the vestry resolved to build a new church; and on the 25th
of April 1780, the corner-stone was laid with religious services by Rev. Wm. West. This
church was erected with the assistance of money raised by lottery, which realised $33,443
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currency. It was finished May 10th, 1784, when the pews, 83 in number, were distributed
“by ballot.” The church was opened May 30th at Whitsuntide. The Rev. Mr. West preached
from Psalm cxxii. 1: “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the
Lord.” This new edifice stood a little at the south of the centre of the square, and just in
front of the old one. Its appearance was similar to St. Peter's which lately stood on the
southeast corner of Sharp and German streets, except that it was not quite so large. At
the east end there was an immense window of common glass, which during the morning
service would have poured an intolerable light into the church but for the protection of a
green baize curtain. It had three large doors, more imposing than any belonging to the
structure to which it has just been compared. One was at the west end, and was seldom
entirely opened, but access was given to the church through a sort of wicket cut in one
side. The other two doors were on the south side; one of them was closed and plastered
on the inside, but on the outside it appeared as a door. This was the eastern one of the
two; the western was the principal entrance.

The church stood on very high ground, surrounded on three sides by the graveyard. On
the south side was a terrace, paved with imported brick and shaded by sycamore trees.
From the terrace to the two south doors it was reached by flights of rough stone steps,
three or four steps each, and the ground descended to New Church street, now called
Lexington, by three or four of what gardeners call falls. At Lexington street was a fence,
the 30 gate of which was about halfway between the present doors of Mr. Hodges and
Prof. Hall. The interior appearance of the church was very heavy. The galleries were solid
wainscotting and supported by large solid pillars. The galleries were reached by two very
massive flights of stairs. The pews were the old-fashioned square boxes, very high. In the
original plan of the church there were five aisles. There was no vestry-room; the minister
put on his robe behind a red stiff curtain suspended from an iron rod. The bell remained in
the tower built in the time of the former church. The organ was placed in the west gallery,
in front of which was a desk, from which the clerk made the response. There was no
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choir, and the organ was generally so much out of repair as to be useless until the present
century.

In April 1785, it appears from the records of this date, that the communion furniture
consisted of one silver plate, two napkins, one table cloth, one pewter basin, and one
green cloth cover for the communion table. In the same year the old church was used for
a school-house by Rev. Wm. Nixon. In November 1786, the old church, excepting the bell-
tower, was ordered to be torn down, and the brick to be used in a wall to be placed around
the church lot. In 1791 a new parsonage was finished, on ground donated by John Eager
Howard, at the head of Liberty street, where the rector now resides. The house which

had been heretofore occupied as a parsonage, and in which Dr. West resided, was on

the northwest corner of the intersection of Charles and Lexington streets, nearly opposite
the church. It was a one-story frame building with a “hip roof,” and was painted red, had a
yard in front ornamented with trees and shrubbery. There was then no house between the
parsonage and one on the south side of Baltimore street.

On the 22d of June, 1783, the first Convention of the Diocese met, and adopted a
constitution adapted to the new state of affairs, resulting from the independence of the
United States, and the separation of state and church affairs. Dr. West died March 30th,
1791. June 17th, Rev. Joseph G. J. Bend, D. D., was elected rector, whose ministry

was signalised by a violent controversy with a Rev. Mr. Ralph. Rev. John Ireland was
made associate rector, December 8th, 1796, and removed October 17th, 1801. On the
10th of June, 1797, the church was consecrated by Bishop Claggett. On the 8th of April,
1802, Rev. Elijah Rattoone was then elected associate. He was succeeded by Rev.
James Whitehead, March 24, 1806, who died August 24, 1808; and he by Rev. Frederick
Beasley, D. D., August 7, 1807. Upon the death of Rev. Dr. Bend, November 25th, 1812,
Rev. Dr. James Kemp was elected rector—a man of high literary and scientific culture, and
an author of much repute, He died suddenly, from injuries received by the upsetting of a
stage coach October 28th, 1827. William Wyatt was elected May 3d, 1814, as associate
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rector, and afterwards, November, 1827, rector; and after a most useful and distinguished
ministry of 50 years, died universally lamented, June 24th, 1864.

31

On the 4th day of May, 1814, the corner-stone of the new St. Paul's Church, was laid, with
appropriate ceremonies, Rev. Dr. Kemp delivering the address. This church was situated
where the present one now stands. It was a spacious and noble edifice, of the Grecian
Doric order, 126 feet in length by 84 feet in breadth. The portico was supported by four
fluted marble columns, and the steeple was considered the handsomest in the United
States. The church was finished in 1817, R. C. Long architect, and cost $126,140. On
Saturday morning, April 29th, 1854, shortly after one o'clock A. M., the stately edifice of St.
Paul's was discovered to be in flames. The rain was falling heavily, but upon forcing the
doors, it was perceived that the flames had gained great headway in a room in the back
part of the building, immediately over the altar, and in that place most certain to ensure
the complete destruction of the building. At about this stage of the fire, Dr. Colburn, the
Secretary of the Episcopal Convention, residing directly opposite, assisted by others,
succeeded, after great exertions and no little danger, in removing from the church the

iron safe containing the records and other valuable papers of the Diocese of Maryland.
The firemen labored hard to arrest the progress of the flames, but this was impossible,

in consequence of the elevated position of the building and the scarcity of water. The

fire gaining increased power, soon swept through the building, forced through the roof,
and illumined the darkness of night by its glare. Its towering torch gained access to the
beautiful steeple, and then the terribly grand spectacle was complete. The bell fell from its
airy perch, and the crashing timbers throughout sent a chill to the heart of many a silent
witness of the picture; the fire had subdued its victim, and the raging element ceased.

The rebuilding of St. Paul's was at once entered on, without the indecision of an hour on
the part of the vestry or the congregation, and being finished, was dedicated, by Bishop
Whittingham on the 10th of January, 1856, assisted by the Rev. Drs. Wyatt, Johns,

and Balch, and Rev. Messrs. Crane, Rankin, Leakin, Stringfellow, Thos. J. Wyatt, C. C.
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Adams, McFarland, Piggot, Reed, Rich, Schroeder, Bausman, Cox, Swope, Spoon, Tulttle,
Harrison, and Allen. The building is Norman Gothic, designed by Mr. Up-john of New York.
The walls of the previous building remain entire, with the addition of a new front, bringing
the church much nearer to the street than it was before. The bell-tower if finished would be
one hundred and fifty feet high, but in view of the westward and northward march of the
population, including the members of the church, it may never be completed; the sacred
edifice itself being perhaps destined to give place to other buildings.

1731. The county town of Joppa being afflicted by small-pox, the Legislature suspended
the sessions of the court, which made it very dangerous for the magistrates and people to
meet from June court till first Tuesday in November, a circumstance the more unfortunate
32 for the place, as Baltimore was then preparing to become its rival.

1732. On the 8th day of August the Assembly passed “An Act for erecting a Town on

a creek, divided on the East from the Town lately laid out in Baltimore County, called
Baltimore Town, on the land whereon Edward Fell keeps store.” (Samuel Ogle, Esq.,
Governor.) By this Act Major Thomas Sheridine, Capt. Robert North, and Messrs. Thomas
Todd, John Cockey and John Boring were appointed Commissioners, who also appointed
Doctor Walker their clerk. They were empowered to purchase by agreement with the
owner, or in case of such owner's refusal, &c., by valuation of a jury—(a common custom
at the present day, when an individual's land is taken for public purposes, on his being
paid what twelve of his neighbors, who have no property similarly situated, think that he
ought to be satisfied with)—ten acres of land out of the said tract lying most convenient
to the water, and to lay out the same into twenty lots, &c., to be numbered from one to
twenty for better distinction thereof, &c., &c., &c. The town to be called Jonas Town, but
afterwards Jones's Town, in compliment to one of the former owners of the land. The
new town was laid off on Wednesday, November 22d, 1732, in twenty lots, valued at 150
pounds of tobacco each, on that part of “Cole's Harbor” which was first improved, east of
the Falls, and where Edward Fell kept store, belonging, it is said in the return of the jury,
to the orphan children of Richard Colgate. The conditions of settlement were similar to
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those of Baltimore Town, except that the possessors of lots in this town were to pay the
Proprietary one penny sterling per lot annually. Major Sheridine had taken up land in the
county as early as 1721, and in 1734 purchased the Kigsbury lands at the head of Back
river, where the furnace was afterwards erected, and General Smith built a mill. Capt.
North, who took the lot No. 10 at the northwest corner of Baltimore and Calvert Streets,
and upon the laying out of Jones's Town, had visited the Patapsco and carried freights in
the ship Content, which he commanded, as early as 1723. Mr. Thomas Todd was the son
and heir of Capt. Thomas Todd, who removed from Virginia and purchased the land at
North Point in 1664, which had been first taken up by Messrs. William Batten and Thomas
Thomas. Mr. John Cockey purchased lands near Patapsco in 1728; the year after, his
brother Thomas settled in the Limestone Valley, on the York Road. Mr. Boring was a
merchant, whose father had bought several tracts of land on Patapsco Neck as early as
1679. Jones's Town consisted of three streets, or one street with courses corresponding
with the meanders of the bank of the Falls, from a great gully at Pitt Street to the ford

at the intersection of the old road where French Street commences, and which was
afterwards called Front, Short, and Jones Streets; on the last of which, at the southwest
corner of Bridge, or Gay Street as since called, and the only cross street, stood Mr. Fell's
store.

33

Improvements were soon made on the east side of the Falls, by which, and from the early
settlement of Cole, Gorsuch, or Jones, it obtained the name which it now bears of “Old
Town.” The communication with Baltimore Town being obstructed by the passage of the
Falls, was so inconvenient by the ford that a bridge was soon erected where Gay Street
bridge now stands, by the respective inhabitants of the towns.

Edward Hall was presiding Justice in 1732, and Sheriff in 1734, when Col. William
Hamilton was presiding Justice.
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1735. On the 23d of April the Assembly passed an Act to prevent the injuring of harbors
within this Province. By this Act masters of vessels and others were prohibited, under a
penalty of £50 currency, from casting ballast into the bay above Cedar Point, nor into any
river, creek or harbor below high-water mark, nor to unload ballast but between the rising
and setting of the sun.

1736. John Stokes, Clerk of the county, died, and was succeeded by his son, Humphrey
W. Stokes. Col. William Hammond was Sheriff, and Richard Gist presiding Justice.

1738. In this year Col. Nicholas Ridgely was Sheriff. Mr. Edward Fell died, leaving a
daughter, or daughters, in England, but bestowed his property here on his brother's son
Edward.

1739. On the 29th of August Captain Michael Willson, of the good ship Parad and Gally,
published according to law that he was up for freight; and it appears from the records that
he received one hogshead of leaf tobacco, shipped by Avarila Day, and consigned to
Messrs. Delmitt and Heathwat of London, at the rate of £7 sterling per ton. This is the first
vessel we find in the records of Baltimore County published according to law for freight.

1740. Mr. John Moale died, bequeathing his lands near Baltimore to his two surviving
sons, John and Richard.

1741. Thos. Brereton was clerk of the county. On the 19th day of February, for the sum
of 40 pounds sterling money of Great Britain, Mr. Jonathan Hanson sold to Mr. Edward
Fottrell all of his the said Hanson's right, title and interest in the lands lying upon Jones
Falls, being part of the tract called “Cole's Harbor,” containing by estimation about 30

acres, and also all of his interest and property of and into 20 acres of land lying on both
sides of Jones Falls: the latter being taken by Jonathan Hanson and George Walker in
1735 by virtue of the law for appropriating mill-seats. Walker also sold his interest this

year to Fottrell for 120 pounds paper money of the Province. Mr. Edward Fottrell was a
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gentleman from Ireland, and imported the materials and erected the first brick house with
freestone corners, and the first which was two stories without a “hip-roof” in the town.

It stood near the northwest corner of Calvert and Fayette streets, on or near the lot at
present occupied by Reverdy Johnson's mansion, opposite Barnum's Hotel, and was the
dwelling house of Mr. Fottrell. He returned to Ireland before the Revolution, 3 34 when his
property was confiscated and sold. Our worthy forefathers did not, at this period, arrive at
the stature of so high a fact as to believe that there was earth in Maryland which could be
made into a brick, much less that they were daily walking over a soil which was destined to
be fashioned into the material of a beautiful city, whose architectural renown should be in
some degree connected with the unrivalled excellence of its brick.

1742. Mr. Thomas Harrison, merchant, arrived from England, and built a house near the
northeast corner of South and Lombard streets, buying the lots nearest the water on each
side of South street.

On the 29th of October St. Thomas's Parish was taken from St. Paul's, and the new parish
church of that name was erected about ten miles northwest of the town.

Major Thomas Sheredine was presiding Justice, and John Ridgely sheriff.

On the 20th of January, Mrs. Elizabeth Groor shipped on board the ship Swan, Capt.
Joseph Tuck, four hogsheads of Maryland leaf tobacco, consigned to Jonathan Foward, of
London, at the rate of nine pounds sterling per ton.

1744. On the 22d of August, John Boyley shipped on board the Elizabeth, Capt. David
Frazer, 4 hogsheads Maryland leaf tobacco, consigned to Joseph Adams, London, at the
rate of nine pounds sterling per ton.

1745. The Assembly of Maryland, on the 28th of September, passed a supplementary
and additional Act to the Act entitled, “An Act for erecting a town on the north side of
Patapsco, in Baltimore County, and for laying out in lots sixty acres of land in and about
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the place where John Flemming now lives; and to an Act entitled, An Act for erecting a
town on a creek divided on the east from the town lately laid out in Baltimore County,
called Baltimore Town, on the land whereon Edward Fell keeps store.” (Thomas Bladen,
Esq., Governor.) “On the joint petition of the inhabitants of Baltimore and Jones's Town, in
the County of Baltimore, it is herein enacted:

“1st. That the same Towns, now called Baltimore and Jones's Town, be incorporated into
one entire Town, and for the future called and known by the name of Baltimore Town and
by no other name.

“2d. The bridge built by the inhabitants on the branch that divided the said Towns, shall
for the future be deemed a public bridge, and repaired and kept, &c., at the charge of
Baltimore County.

“3d. Certain Commissioners (Maj. Thomas Sheridine, Doctor G. Buchanan, Capt. Robert
North, Colonel William Hammond, Capt. Darby Lux, and Messrs. Thomas Harrison and
William Fell), seven in number, appointed to see the present and former acts, relating to
the Towns before mentioned, put in execution, and 35 cause them to be carefully surveyed
by their outlines, therein including the branch over which the bridge is built; and shall from
time to time (for preventing disputes.), cause all the lots taken up and improved, or that
shall hereafter be taken up, &c., to be regularly surveyed, substantially and fairly bounded,
and numbered.

“4th. On the death, removal, or declining to act, of any commissioner, the major part of the
remaining commissioners shall appoint another to serve in the stead of such commissioner
dying, &c.

“5th. Disputes about the bounds of lots shall be fully determined by a majority of the said
commissioners; and to prevent partiality herein, the commissioners, or a major part, shall
meet at least once a year, and see that a boundary to each lot be kept up and preserved,
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in manner before prescribed; and cause other sufficient boundaries to be fixed in the room
of any missing or decayed.

“6th. The commissioners have power to employ a clerk (William Lux, son of Darby Lux,
was appointed in place of Doctor Walker, who died in 1743,)who shall be under oath fairly
and honestly to enter in a book, to be kept for that purpose, all the proceedings of the said
commissioners relating to the town; in which book, among other things, shall be kept a fair
plat of the said town, describing every lot by its right number, and who the taker-up was, or
shall be; and to prevent corruption, all or any of said commissioners, and their successors,
shall have recourse to the clerk's book as frequently as they please without fee or reward.

“7th. The commissioners are impowered to levy, assess, and take by way of distress,

if needful, from the inhabitants of the town, by even and equal proportion, the sum of 3
pounds yearly, to be paid to their clerk; and also have power to place and displace their
clerk as often as they shall think fit.

“8th. The commissioners for the time being, may, by due course of law, or any other legal
manner, in the name of the said commissioners, or the major part of them, take, demand
and recover any money which shall be found due to the first commissioners nominated for
the said towns, from any takers-up of lota by virtue of the original laws for laying out the
same; which money they shall apply to the uses intended by the said original Acts, and in
no other manner.

“Oth. All after purchasers of lots, whether before or after the making of this Act, shall be
deemed to be within the said town, provided their lots shall be within the outlines thereof;
and shall have as good estate in their lots as if taken up, improved and paid for under the
original laws erecting the said town.

“10th. All improvements, of what kind soever, either wharf, houses, or other buildings,
that have or shall be made out of the water, or where it usually flows, shall (as an
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encouragement to 36 such improvers) be forever deemed the right, title and inheritance of
such improvers, their heirs and assigns forever.

“11th. None shall keep or raise any swine, geese, or sheep, within the said town, unless
they be well inclosed within some lot or pen.

“12th. All takers-up of lots, therein directed, shall have a sure indefeasible estate
of inheritance, in fee simple, in the lots by them taken up; any law, custom, &c.,
notwithstanding.”

Of the Commissioners, Capt. Lux commanded a ship in the London trade as early as 1733
and 1743, purchased the lots number 43 and 44 on the west side of Light street, where he
resided and transacted much business.

On the 28th of September the Assemby passed a law for the “prevention of frauds and
abuses, frequently practiced by greedy avaricious traders in pork, beef, tar, turpentine, and
pitch, who for their own private lucre and gain, not only make and set up badly made and
beeped small barrels, but slightly pack and deceitfully fill the same, to the great prejudice
of the trade of this Province in the commodities and merchandise, &c., &c.”

On the 27th of November, Mr. Charles Ridgely shipped on board the Three Friends, Capt.
David Livingston, six hogsheads of Maryland leaf tobacco, consigned to Messrs. Williams
& Rothlitt, London, at the rate of 12 pounds sterling per ton freight, and 5 pounds on each
hogshead for insurance.

1746. Mr. Wm. Fell dying during this year, he was succeeded by Mr. Alexander Lawson as
one of the town Commissioners.

On the 2d of December, Jacob Gupon shipped on board the Frederick, Capt. James Hall,
10 hogsheads of Maryland leaf tobacco, consigned to William Black, London, at the rate of
12 pounds per ton, and 5 pounds per hogshead insurance.
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1747. The communication by the bridge, which brought the great eastern road from the
ford directly through both parts of the town, gave value to the intermediate grounds,

and the whole land and marsh, containing twenty-eight acres in all, was purchased of

Mr. Carroll by Mr. Harrison in 1747, for 160 pounds sterling; and on the 11th of July the
Assembly passed “An Act for the enlargement of Baltimore Town, in Baltimore County, &c.
(Samuel Ogle, Esq., Governor.) The inhabitants of Baltimore Town, in Baltimore County,
petitioned to the General Assembly that there is between what was formerly called Jones's
Town and Baltimore Town, a parcel of land of about eighteen acres which is not included
in what was called Jones's Town, nor in Baltimore Town, which, by means of a bridge
which is already built, reduce the said laces into one, which would be an encouragement
to people to build and improve, and they beg that the same may be laid out in lots, and
made part of Baltimore Town.” The Act was passed, by which Gay and Frederick and part
of Water and Second streets were laid off, with eighteen acres of ground. This addition,
principally 37 on the west side of the Falls, contained all the fast land between the eastern
limits of the first town and the Falls. Takers-up of lots were to agree with and pay the
owners of the grounds, as for the former addition. The Commissioners were authorised

to open and widen streets or alleys, with the consent of the proprietors, and remove
nuisances, and also to hold two annual fairs, the first Thursday of May and October, with
privileges from civil process during the fairs. Housekeepers were subject to a fine of 10
shillings if' they did not “keep a ladder high enough to extend to the top of the roof of such
house, or if their chimnies blazed out at top.”

During this year the shipping interests of Baltimore and vicinity showed a wonderful
increase from one vessel a year to seven. The following is a copy of one of the
advertisements:

“I herewith publish the freight of the ship Baltimore now at anchor in Patapsco river,
burthen 450 tons or thereabouts, carrying twenty guns, six pounders, and forty hands,
at the rate of twelve pounds sterling per ton, with insurance at five pounds sterling per
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hogshead, the freighter consigning their tobacco to Stephen Theod. Jansson, Esq.,
merchant in London. In withess whereof | have set my hand and seal this 26th of June,
1748.

“John Anter. ” [SEAL.]

Captain Antho Beck, of the Francis and Elizabeth, publishes that she “mounts ten guns;
as good as can be made of wood, and the best sailing ship in Maryland; takes in tobacco
for Mr. John Philpott & Co., at £14 sterling per ton, and shall be glad to see my friends on
board the said ship at any time they please.”

Often at this period when vessels were up for freights, they would be compelled to wait
three and four months until they could get a cargo. We find from the records that Captain
Darby Lux paid for some time, three pounds sterling per day demurrage, “the tobacco not
being ready and collected for that purpose.” Mr. John Toward, merchant in London, writing
to Captain John Jackson, says, “Capt. Lux will supply you with rum to treat my friends
when they come on board, and Mr. Blackburn will supply you with a good parcel of your
north country ale, which may be the means of getting dispatched a month earlier.”

1748. Messrs. Leonard and Daniel Barnetz, from York, Pa., erected a brewery at the
southwest corner of Baltimore and Hanover streets, now replaced by stores. These
gentlemen, if not the first, were among the first of the Germans, or the descendants of
Germans, whose successive emigration from that Province, with capital and industry
employed here, contributed so essentially to aid the original settlers.

Capt. Darby Lux was elected a delegate in the place of Col. Hall. Talbot Risteau was clerk
of the county at this time.

During the year there were fifteen vessels published according to law, up for freight in the
rivers running into the Patapsco, all bound for London.

38
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1749. Mr. Thomas Sheredine and Thomas Sleigh bought of Mr. Hurst and of Richard
Colgate's sons, John and Thomas, their several rights to the residue of Cole's Harbor and
Mountenay's Neck, east of the Falls, and High street from Plowman to French street, with
lots on each side, including eighteen acres of ground, which is added to the town.

1750. On the 2d of June, the General Assembly, in pursuance of a petition from the
inhabitants of that portion of Baltimore County, caused about 25 acres of land, on the north
and east sides of Baltimore Town, formerly called Jonas's Town, to be surveyed and laid
out into lots and streets, and to be declared to all intents and purposes a part of Baltimore
Town.

A house for the inspection of tobacco was erected on the west side of Charles street,

and near the head of the inlet into which Uhler's spring emptied, and a public wharf
commenced at the south end of Calvert street, a long time called the “County Wharf.”
Messrs. Lawson, Hammond, and Lux, three of the commissioners, entered notices of their
intention to improve into the water, and did actually erect houses on the bank near the
shore, the first of wood, on the east, and the last of brick, on the west side of Light street,
near the west end of Bank street (Mercer), and the other further east, near South street.

Our annals about this date are embellished with an exploit of some unction, in an historical
fact pleasantly demonstrative of the vivacity and of the picturesque imagination of the
founders of our city. For what reason connected with our position in reference to foes
either foreign or domestic, we have never been able to find out; but there was a vague
and latent opinion in Baltimore for several years, that the inhabitants were dangerously
exposed to the incursions of an enemy. We have on one occasion at least—just after
Braddock's defeat—the tradition of a panic which drove the country people into the town,
and the town's-people into the boats of the harbor—suddenly and strangely apprehensive
of mischief that never came. This peculiarity of opinion or temper, or whatever it might
have been, suggested, at an early period, to the inhabitants the policy of building a
defensive fortification. So our people went to work and raised a subscription, and having
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provided the funds, straightway—under the direction of what military engineer we know
not, for history has not preserved his name—but what we suppose was intended to be
considered and regarded as a fence or wall of defence around the whole inland border of
the town; thus showing very clearly that the enemy against whom this provision was made,
was not of the maritime or salt-water kind. In this formidable wall, which, it is to be noted,
was not pierced for cannon, there were two great gates to admit the friendly traveller, or
to be shut in the face of the unfriendly one. The first of these gates was at the west end
of Baltimore street, and was placed somewhere very near the present intersection 39 of
McClellan's alley. The second gate for carriages opened into the upper part of North Gay
street, not far, we conjecture, from the stone house at the corner of Front street. Between
these two great portals a smaller gate, for the use of foot-passengers—a postern, it may
be called—was cut through the fence near the head of Charles street, that is to say about
the intersection of Saratoga. This line of fortification never had its virtue put to the trial by
any attack from abroad, but like some of the most distinguished martyrs of history, it sank
before privy sedition at home. It was not more than three or four years after its erection
when a severe winter came on, and the wall, by a great and indeed fatal mistake, being
made of wood of a very combustible kind, and not being put together with so much skill
as the engineer ought to have employed in so weighty a matter—this whole bulwark was,
by very secret and gradual assaults, pulled to pieces, and stolen away for “kindling.” A
second winter finished it; and it thus fell a sacrifice to the rigors of the climate and the
fireside comforts of the inhabitants. Not a vestige of a decayed post or rusty nail belonging
to this ancient fortification of the only “walled town” in the United States remains. Lloyd
Buchanan was employed by the commissioners to prosecute the needy inhabitants, but
found they had not sufficient legal authority.

In this year Doctor Buchanan died, leaving, besides the son Lloyd, Archibald, who was a
merchant, Andrew, George, and William, noticed hereafter.
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The following is a copy of the original subscription-paper, now in the possession of the
Maryland Historical Society, to keep the fence in repair:

“ Maryland, Baltimore Town, January 28 th, 1748.

“Whereas, there is an Act of Assembly which prohibits all the inhabitants of Baltimore
Town from keeping or raising hogs or geese in the said town, we the subscribers do
hereby agree and oblige ourselves to pay to the clerk of said town the sums affixed
against our respective names towards keeping up, repairing, and making good the fence
of the said town, and supporting a person to keep it in good order—

£s.d.

Robert North gives 10 00 00
Wm. Hammond “ 10 00 00
Thos. Chase “ 10 00 00

R. Chase “ 10 00 00
Nicholas Rogers “ 00 10 00
John Shephard “ 00 5 00
Hannah Hughes “ 00 10 00
John Frasher “ 00 5 00
James Perkins “ 00 5 00

Nich. Hartway “ 00 5 00
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Capt. Darby Lux “ 1 00 00
Chris. Cytmire “00 5 00
Thomas Harrison “ 1 00 00
Darby Lux gives 10 00 00
Wm. Rogers “ 10 00 00

Wil. Lyon “ 10 00 00

Brian Philpot, Jr., “ 00 10 00
John Ensor, Jr., “ 00 5 00
Abraham Pamer “ 00 2 6
Joseph England “ 00 5 00
Henry Johnson “ 00 2 6
Wm. Ferguson “ 00 3 00

Dr. Geo. Buchanan “ 00 10 00
Wm. Rogers “ 1 00 00
Edward Dogan “ 00 10 00

Capt. Chas. Ridgely gives 00 10 00

40
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Dr. Buchanan was succeeded in the Board of Commissioners by Mr. Brian Philpot,

an English merchant then lately arrived, and in the Assembly, by Wm. Smith, Esq., of

the northern part of the county. Thomas Franklin, Esq., was presiding Justice, and so
continued more than twenty years, during which time the following gentlemen were
appointed to the office of sheriff, viz: Messrs. Roger Boyce, in 1750; William Young, 1754;
Charles Christie, 1756; Aquilla Hall, 1761; Robert Adair, 1765; Daniel Chaimier, 1768; and
John R. Holliday, 1770.

The precise date of the origin of the First German Reformed Congregation in this city is
not known. There is, however, good reason to believe that it was established in or about
the year 1750. An old German manuscript, found a few years since among the archives of
this church, states, among other things, that “in the year 1756 or 1757, the congregation
purchased a lot on which to erect a church, of Mr. Croxall for nine pounds, besides making
him a present. . . . After this the congregation appointed a committee to superintend the
building of a church, which consisted of Andrew Steiger, Frederick Meyer, Jacob Kuhbord,
John Soller, Valentine Loersh and Conrad Smith. These men made preparation to build,
and with the means they had they built the best church they could. We then called the
Rev. John Christian Faber to become our pastor, and we all in peace and love.”. . . .. At
that early period, one hundred and seventeen years ago, they called a settled pastor, and
were numerous and strong enough to give him a support, besides undertaking to build a
house of worship. Previous to the year 1756, the congregation was occasionally visited

by several German Reformed ministers, among whom was Rev. Mr. Lachey. With these
statements before us it is perfectly safe to presume, we think, that if the congregation

in 1756-57 felt themselves numerous and strong enough to build a church and support

a stated minister, they must have been in existence some six or eight years before, at
least, for under the circumstances they must have increased in numbers rather slowly.
But there are other facts to sustain the statement. In the early records of the first Lutheran
congregation in this city, on Gay street, we find “up to the year 1758, both Lutherans and
German Reformed worshipped together, and great friendship and harmony prevailed. In
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that year they resolved to erect a house of worship in common, as each party was too
weak to build alone; and it was at the same time determined that a pastor should be called
by either church, as might best suit.” Previous to this time they were occasionally visited
by ministers of both Churches. Although the Reformed account makes no mention of the
two denominations worshipping together up to a certain period, yet there Can scarcely

be a doubt of the fact, as stated by the Lutheran records. It was usual in the beginning
(and even now in very many instances) for the Lutheran and Reformed to worship together
in the same place, but 41 maintaining for the most part separate organizations. The first
church building owned by the German Reformed Congregation was built, as it would
seem, about 1756-58. It was located on North Charles street, nearly opposite to and north
of the present St. Paul's Episcopal Church. A deceased member of this congregation for
more than forty years, and who, when a boy, used to worship with his parents in the old
church on Charles street, once wrote to a friend as follows: “Our first church was located
up North Charles street, and was approached with difficulty, especially by the aged and
infirm, on account of the steep hill of sand they were obliged to climb every Sabbath in
order to reach their humble place of worship. At that time we had no cushioned seats,

no carpeted aisles, no sweet-toned organ to aid in the musical exercises—no, not even

a stove to warm the body. The cold northwest wind would pierce through the tender
weather-boarding, and almost blow the light fabric off.” The first regular pastor of this
congregation was the Rev. John Christian Faber. In one of the old church books belonging
to the congregation, the following is the first record made:

“ Baltimore, January 25, 1769.

“The first minister of this congregation was John Christian Faber, born in Mosback on the
Neckar, in the Pfaltz, in Europe. His father was a preacher at Gimmeldingen on the river
Haardt. May the blessing of God attend this enterprise, and may the church increase and
flourish.”
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Mr. Faber was pastor of this church about fourteen years. Towards the close of his
ministry he met with great opposition from a portion of his congregation, who charged
him, it is said, with coldness and languor in his ministrations. They wished him to give
place to a warm-hearted younger preacher, a Rev. Mr. Swope, who had recently come
from Germany. In this they did not succeed. Mr. Faber continued in his place, and

the consequence was a division of the congregation in the year 1770. The opposition
members withdrew, built a Second Reformed church, and elected Mr. Swope as their
pastor. After a few years Mr. Swope either resigned or died, we do not know which,

and in 1774 the Rev. Philip William Otterbine, who came from Germany in 1752 with

the Rev. Mr. Slatter and others, and who had served the congregation at Lancaster,
Tolpehocken, Frederick, York, alternately, for twenty years with great acceptance and
success, took charge of the new congregation, and remained its pastor until his death,
which occurred November 11, 1813. The old church blamed Mr. Otterbine and Swope for
the division that took place in the congregation. Under Mr. Otterbine's long administration
the German Reformed congregation in Conway street, between Hanover and Sharp
streets, erected three different houses of worship. The first soon became too small for his
rapidly increasing 42 congregation, so the second and then the present fine church edifice
on Conway street was erected, where he officiated till the year of his death. In one of the
old church books we have the following entry: “After Mr. Faber had been here many years,
and had seen much trouble, he left, and was succeeded by Rev. George Wallauer, who
held the same faith. The next minister was the Rev. Charles Boehme, a member of the
Pennsylvania Synod. After some time Mr. Boehme got into trouble, and at a meeting of
the Rev. Synod held at Reading, Pa., in 1782, he was dismissed from the ministry. At the
same time liberty was given to call another minister, and they called the Rev. Nicholas
Pomp, who delivered his first sermon on the first Sunday in September, 1783. At this
period Jacob Coberts, Frederick Meyer, Jacob Meyer, and Henry Zorah were the elders
of the church; and Philip Crusius, Andrew Granget, and Philip Miller the deacons.” Mr.
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Wallauer during our struggle for independence left his congregation and joined the British
army, but in what capacity is not known.

It was under the administration of the Rev. Mr. Pomp that the congregation resolved to
build a new and larger church, and to locate it at the northwest corner of Baltimore and
Front streets. They purchased the lot, which was 60 by 115 feet, in 1784 for £125, and
built the church in 1785, the estimated cost of which was £4000. It was resolved that
the thousand pounds which they had at interest should be taken towards erecting the
new church, and that every member of the church should give from his private means
to the same object, according to his ability. The subscription list was headed by Michael
Diffenderffer (who appears to have been the leading spirit of this congregation to the close
of a long and useful life), with the very liberal subscription of £150. Next are Frederick
Meyers and Daniel Diffenderffer with each a £100; then follow Peter Diffenderffer, Jacob
Myers and others, with their fifty and twenty-five pound subscriptions, and the rear is
brought up with a good list of names with smaller amounts, and the sum total of the
whole is a subscription large enough to encourage them to build. The number of male
members who contributed to this object was one hundred, and those who contributed
to the support of the pastor one hundred and twenty-five. But there were some, for
some reason or other, who opposed the building of the new church, and who gave

the congregation a great deal of trouble. Herman Sticher, Weinbert Tschudy, Nicholas
Tschudy and others, were opposed to the new church enterprise, but would support it
notwithstanding; whilst others not only opposed the building of the new church, but did
all they could to hinder the enterprise from going forward. At length the minister, Mr.
Pomp, was requested to announce from the pulpit that they could not go on to build in
consequence of the violent opposition which a few persons made to the movement. But
a little time after, the congregation, on the 26th of June, 1785, again 43 resolved to go
forward with the new church. On the first of September, 1785, the corner-stone was laid
with appropriate solemnities. After the walls were up the opposition created further and
more serious difficulties. Scarcely was the church under roof in 1786, before the gable
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end wall on Jones Falls was swept away by the flood, and damage done to the amount
of more than five hundred pounds. On the 8th of May, 1787, the Consistory met at Daniel
Diffenderffer's, and made another contract to put up the injured walls and otherwise
improve the church. On the 20th of June, 1787, the first service was held in the church,
and the Rev. Mr. Troldenier of York, and Hendel of Lancaster, Pa., were present on the
occasion. Soon after this, in view of the difficulties and misfortunes of the congregation,
several of the neighboring ministers brought their congregations to the church on different
Sabbaths, and after they had preached, took up collections. These pastors were the Rev.
Mr. West of the Episcopal Church, the Rev. Dr. Allison of the Presbyterian Church, and
the Rev. Dr. Kurtz of the Lutheran Church. The collections in all amounted to sixty-three
pounds. A year after this, in consequence of much opposition, from only two members,
chiefly growing out of the new church building, Mr. Pomp resigned, and on the 15th of
November, 1789, preached his farewell discourse. The Rev. George Troldenier, a native
of Germany, was his successor, He was called from York to this place, and on the 13th
of October, 1791, he preached his introductory sermon. At this time Michael Diffenderffer,
Conrad Smith, Nicholas Tschudy, and John Dargenberg were the elders; and Peter
Diffenderffer, Peter Herr, John Hull, and Philip Heisher, the deacons of the church. In
1788, the congregation petitioned the State Legislature for an Act of incorporation, and
they obtained a very liberal and most excellent charter in December of the same year.

In the year 1795, having become dissatisfied with their church property for several
reasons, and among others for its proximity to Jones Falls, and the frequent interruptions
in public worship from vehicles passing over Philpot's bridge (as our Baltimore street
bridge was then called), the congregation resolved to sell the church lot and building,

and Jacob Hoffman, Peter Diffenderffer, George Decker, and others were authorised and
directed by eighty-two male members to carry the resolutions into effect. After some time
the committee succeeded in selling the property (old Christ's Church, as it was afterwards
called) to St. Paul's Episcopal Church, and the sale was ratified by the congregation in
August, 1796. The ground which they afterwards selected as the site for the erection
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of a new church was situated on the north side of Second street, nearly in the bed of
Holliday street, as now cut through. It was nearly 100 feet front by 200 feet deep, and
was purchased from a certain William Russell as early as June, 1772, and held in trust by
Melchoir Keener, Andrew Stiger, and others, 44 for the congregation. On the 29th of June,
1795, it was conveyed by the surviving trustees, Keener and Stiger, to Geo. Decker, Peter
Diffenderffer, Nicholas Tschudy, and others in trust for the congregation. A few months
after the charter was obtained this and all other property vested in trustees for their use,
was vested in the elders, deacons, and trustees of the church. The corner-stone of this
building was laid on the 28th of April, 1796, with appropriate solemnities. The pastor of
the congregation, Mr. Troldenier, delivered a brief discourse, from Romans ix. 33. Rev.
Mr. Otterbine followed with a short address, the Rev. Dr. Kurtz closed with prayer. When
the money received from the sale of the old (Christ's) church, on Baltimore street, was all
laid out on the new building, the congregation came together and subscribed liberally to
carry on the work. On the 24th of September, 1797, this church, which was nearly one
year and a half in building, was solemnly consecrated. The pastor, Rev. Mr. Troldenier,
preached in the morning, the Rev. Dr. Becker, of Lancaster, Pa., in the afternoon, and the
Rev. Mr. Otterbine at night. The dimensions of this church were fifty by eighty feet. The
architect and builder was Lewis Herring, an eminent architect and builder in his day. The
steeple was erected in 1805, several years after the church proper was completed. It was
built by George Robach, of Lancaster, Pa., a celebrated architect, and was nearly two
hundred feet high. The bells, three in number, weighing forty-five hundred pounds, were
cast in England, by Thomas Mears, for the use of the congregation, at a cost of $1800,
and brought to Baltimore by Robert Gilmor, Esq., shipping merchant, free of charge. They
were placed in the steeple in 1805-6. About the same time the large clock was put up

by Mr. Eberman, of Lancaster, Pa. The organ was built by John Geib and Son, in New
York, at a cost of about $3000, and was put in the church in 1809. Soon after the church
was finished, the congregation was called to mourn over the death of their pastor, which
occurred on the 12th of December, 1800. He was succeeded in 1802 by Mr. John H.
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Dreyer; four years aider he resigned, and was succeeded by the Rev. Dr. Christian L.
Becker, of Lancaster, Pa., about the 1st of July, 1806.

In February, 1818, a petition drawn up by Dr. M. Diffenderffer, and signed by him

and thirty-five other members, was presented to the Consistory, respectfully soliciting
permission to have English preaching in the church on every Sabbath afternoon. This
subject seems to have caused a great deal of excitement, and gave the pastor no little
trouble and uneasiness. On the 12th of July, 1818, Dr. Becker suddenly died, and his
death, for a time, put an end to further proceedings about English preaching. The Synod
having granted the petition presented by a committee consisting of Peter Diffenderffer
and Jacob Hoffman, they invited the Rev. Lewis Mayer to pay them a visit, and preach

in German and English. On Sabbath morning, Sept. 27, 1818, Dr. Mayer preached a
discourse 45 in the German language to a very large congregation, and in the afternoon
he preached another in the English language (which was the first sermon ever delivered in
this church in English) to an immense concourse of people. The excitement was intense.
Some of the members, regarding English preaching as an innovation that ought not to be
tolerated, threatened violence to the minister, and said and did many things which they
afterwards regretted. On the 10th of February, 1819, the Rev. Albert Helffenstein, Sr., then
pastor of the German Reformed Congregation of Carlisle, Pa., was unanimously invited to
the pastorate of this church, and about the 1st of July in the same year he preached his
introductory discourse. As years rolled away, German preaching became less and less
frequent, and in the year 1827 it was abandoned by the pastor altogether. Mr. Helffenstein
tendered his resignation to the Consistory in April, 1835, which was accepted, and in
September following he preached his valedictory discourse, and immediately left with

his family for the Western country (Ohio). In November, 1835. Rev. Elias Heiner, the last
pastor of this church, received a unanimous call, and on the first Sabbath in January,
1836, he delivered his introductory discourse, from Genesis Iv. 24, “See that ye fall not
out by the way.” On the 8th of December, 1850, Mr. Heiner delivered in the Second Street
church, a centenary sermon on the occasion of the centenary celebration. A short time
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aider the close of the late civil war the church was torn down, to open Holliday to Second
street.

From the statements we have made in the opening sketch of the German Reformed
denomination in this city, it is reasonable to suppose that the Lutheran denomination was
organized about the same time; for we learn, as before mentioned, from the early records
of the first Lutheran congregation in this city, that “up to the year 1758, both Lutherans
and German Reformed worshipped together, and great friendship and harmony prevailed.
In that year they resolved to erect a house of worship in common, as each party was too
weak to build alone; and it was at the same time determined that a pastor should be called
by either Church, as might best suit.” Previously to this time they were occasionally visited
by ministers of both Churches from Pennsylvania, &c. It was usual in the beginning (and
even now in very many instances) for the Lutheran and Reformed to worship together in
the same place, but maintaining for the most part separate organizations. In 1773, Messrs.
Lindenberger, Wershler, Hartwig, Hoecke, Rock, Grasmuck, Levely and Barnetz, Dr.
Wiesenthall, and others, German Lutherans, with the aid of a lottery, erected a new church
on the site of the original one, which was built in 1758, in Fish (now Saratoga) street; the
identical establishment now known as the African Bethel Meeting House—their pastor
being the Rev. Mr. Gerock, who was the resident minister of the Lutheran congregation

in this city. He died on the 25th of October, 1788, aged 65 46 years; being some time
assisted, he was now succeeded by the Rev. Daniel Kurtz. In 1808, the German Lutherans
disposed of the church in Fish street, and erected that on north Gay street, of which Mr.
George Roerback was architect. On the 30th of March, 1840, this church was nearly
destroyed by fire, (see fire 1840). Mr. Kurtz remained pastor for over 50 years, and was
succeeded in the pastorate by Rev. John Uhlhorn, a brilliant German orator, who died
about 1844 in Bremen, whither he had gone on a visit. The next pastor was Rev. Henry
Scheib, who still survives. During Mr. Scheib's pastorate the pastor and congregation
dissolved their synodical connection with the Lutheran Church, and now maintain an
independent relation.
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Until 1824 this was the only Lutheran church in the city. About that time an English
Lutheran congregation was established, which worshipped in a school-house on south
Howard street, near Pratt. The original corporators were John Reese, David Bixler, George
Stonebraker, Joshua Medtart, Frederick Segler, Philip Uhler and Andrew Hack.

In 1826, the church recently burned (see fire 1873) was erected, and in February, 1828,
Rev. John G. Morris assumed the pastoral charge. He served the congregation thirty-
three years, during which the house of worship was twice enlarged, two Sunday school-
rooms and the parsonage were erected. When Mr. Morris resigned his pastorate in 1860,
to take charge of the Peabody Institute, over 100 members withdrew and purchased the
Presbyterian church on Eutaw street, above Saratoga. When Mr. Morris retired from the
Lexington street church, he was succeeded by the Rev. Dr. J. McCron, who served them
nine or ten years, when he resigned. Rev. J. H. Barclay was then elected, who is pastor
at present. The congregation have purchased a lot on the corner of Lanvale and Fremont
streets, and are now engaged in erecting a magnificent house of worship.

1751. In this year a subscription was set on foot to build a market-house, but the object
of it was not effected until ten years after. It was erected on the northwest corner of Gay
and Baltimore streets, on ground lease by Messrs. William Lyon, Nicholas R. Gay, John
Moale and Archibald Buchanan, a majority of the town commissioners, from Mr. Harrison,
at eight pounds sterling per annum. It was constructed with a large room in the second
story, where public assemblies, dances, jugglery now and then, and other matters of
public concern were held or exhibited; an early and dim type, perhaps, of greater market-
houses in after-times. The following is a copy of the original subscription list, now in the
possession of the Maryland Historical Society, which shows how anxious the first settlers
were to improve the town:

“Whereas, Several Acts of Assembly have been made for the Enlargement and
Encouragement of Baltimore Town, and forasmuch as the said Town Increases as
well in Inhabitants as good 47 Buildings and Trade, and the Situation thereof renders it
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convenient for Navigation and Trade, as well with the Inhabitants of Baltimore and Ann
Arundel Countys, as the Back Settlements of this Province and Pennsylvania. But no
Provision hath yet been made by Law or otherwise for Purchasing a Lott or Lotts, whereon
to Build, a Market House, Town House and other Necessary Buildings for the Benefit of
said Town, and conveniency of such Persons as bring their Butchers Meat, and other
Commodities to sell at Market in the said Town.

“Wherefore, for the further Encouragement, and Improvement of Baltimore Town We
whose Names are hereunto subscribed do hereby Promise and Oblige ourselves our
Executors and Administrators to Pay to the Commissioners of Baltimore Town or their
Order the Several Sum or Sums of Money to each of our Names affixed to be applied to
the Purchasing a Lott or Lotts in said Town, and Building thereon a Market House and
Town Hall in such manner as the Commissioners of said Town shall direct and appoint.
Provided the said Lott or Lotts shall be Purchased, and the Building began within Two
Years from the date hereof.

“Witness our Hands and Seals this Twenty third Day of April, 1751.
£

T. Sheredine, ten pounds [SEAL.] 10

W. Hammond, five pounds [SEAL.] 5

Thomas Harrison T. Flumford [SEAL.] 15

Alex. Lawson, ten pounds sterling [SEAL.] 10

Brian Philpot, Jr., ten pounds sterling [SEAL] 10

Wm. Rogers, cash [SEAL.] 10
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Wil. Lyon, 5 pounds sterling [SEAL] 5

Thos. Sleigh, sterling [SEAL] 10

Thos. Chase, five pounds [SEAL.] 5

Jno. Rendell, sterling [SEAL.] 5

Ld. Buchanan, five pounds currency [SEAL] 5
Wm. Lux, 5 pounds sterl [SEAL] 5

N. Ruxton Gay, five pounds currency [SEAL.] 5

1752. There hangs upon the wall of the saloon of the Maryland Historical Society, a rude
and very primitive drawing in ink, colored after a most juvenile fashion, purporting to be a
true portraiture of Baltimore Town in the year 1752. It is said to be by Mr. John Moale, the
father of one of our oldest and most esteemed families, and the son of that parliamentarian
who was so successful in protecting his iron mines. He was then quite a youth, we should
say, from the style of his work; rude and unartistic as it is, it is a very interesting memorial.
Some years ago it was engraved by the direction of Mr. Edward J. Coale, with some
touches of improvement both in the matter and manner of it thrown in by Mr. Bayley. We
prefer, however, the original with all its faults, because they obviously show that Mr. Moale
was not an ambitious or an imaginative artist, but dealt severely with facts; manifestly,
every house is put down to the best of his knowledge and belief, as if he were upon oath.

It is palpably a conscientious production, and we would be willing almost to certify that he
counted every 48 window, and drew it with a ruler upon the paper, though in a shocking
disregard, we must say, of the laws of perspective. Still this picture of Baltimore Town,
taken in 1752, is a most veritable historical document, and is a relic to be guarded —
precious as the book of Sibyl. These houses are scattered, with abundant space for elbow-
room, over a hillside which slopes towards the basin. The principal locality which we
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recognise is Calvert street, and there is a brick building laid down which is ascertained to
be the house that stood, until a few years ago, at the corner of Calvert and Bank street
(Mercer), and was at the date of the drawing, Payne's Tavern. There was a rival to this
tavern at the northeast corner of Baltimore and Calvert streets, kept by Mr. Rogers. Mr.
Bayley's improvement of the drawing is valuable for some authentic insight it gives us into
the state of navigation at the epoch. The whole of our marine, employed in the foreign
trade is engraved in the picture. There lies the good brig Philip and Charles, belonging

to Mr. Rogers, and there the trusty sloop The Baltimore, belonging to Mr. Lux. This is the
marine list of the port, comprehending all the shipping that ventured beyond the capes of
the Chesapeake. These are very descriptive statistics: two hundred inhabitants; twenty-
five houses, four of them brick, one of them two-storied, without a hip-roof; one church
(St. Paul's,) two taverns; and then, for the navigation, one brig, one sloop, both owned

in the town. We have some other particulars to help along this view of Baltimore. Mr.
James Gardner kept a school at the corner of South and Water (Lombard) streets; and
still he was not sufficient for the literary need of the town, for we read, in an advertisement
put in the Maryland Gazette, published at Annapolis, of the 27th of February, 1752, that
“A school-master of sober character, who understands teaching English, writing and
arithmetic, will meet with good encouragement from the inhabitants of Baltimore Town, if
well recommended.”

The population of the county of Baltimore at this time consisted of 2,692 white men, 3,115
white boys, 2,587 white women, 2,951 white girls, 595 servant men, 126 servant boys, 200
servant women, 49 servant girls, 470 men convicts, 6 boy convicts, 87 women convicts,

6 girl convicts—being 571 convicts in all, designed for compulsory labor in the county,

and sold for certain terms; while, there were 116 mulatto slaves, 196 free mulattoes,

4,027 black slaves, and 8 free blacks, making a total population of 17,238; whereof eleven
thousand three hundred and forty-five occupied the position of master or mistress, and
four thousand eight hundred and ninety-three the position of menials, affording a servant
for nearly every two. Servants in Maryland at this time may properly be classed, as the
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Redemptioners, provided for by Lord Baltimore in his originial scheme of colonization.
Much of the early emigration to Maryland was thus effected, the emigrant binding himself
to five years in the Province in consideration of his 49 transportation thither at the cost

of the co-contractor. In 1638 the term of service was reduced by Act of Assembly to four
years. Where these agreements were made with a merchant, ship-owner or ship-captain,
these indentured servants, or “Redemptioners,” were sold at auction for the term of four
years, and at the end of their term they received one whole year's provision of corn and
fifty acres of land. These “servants” therefore are not to be confounded with the negro
slaves or the convicts, the latter of whom were also sold to labor for terms.

The following list of well-known inhabitants of Baltimore town in 1752, is from a paper

in possession of the late Joseph Townsend, who had it many years before his death,

from one of the early settlers, who was cognizant of the facts stated: “Capt. Lucas, Wm.
Rogers, Nich. Rogers, Dr. Wm. Lyon, Thomas Harrison, Alex. Lawson, Bryan Philpot,
Nick Ruxton Gay, James Cary (innkeeper), Parson Chase, Mr. Paine, Chris Carnan,
Dame Hughes (the only midwife among English folk), Chs. Constable, Mr. Ferguson, Mr.
Goldsmith, Mr. Jno. Moore, Mr. Sheppard (tailor), Bill Adams (barber), Geo. Strebeck (only
wagoner, drove a single team), Jake Keeports (carpenter), Conrad Smith, Captain Dunlop,
Jack Crosby (carpenter), Bob Lance (cooper), Philip Littig (whose wife was accoucheuse
among the German population), John Wood, Hilt Stranwitch (laborer), Nancy Low, Mr.
Gwinn.”

1753. On the 17th of November, the Assembly passed an Act empowering the
commissioners of Baltimore town to make an addition to the town of thirty-two acres of
“Cole's Harbor,” which Mr. Joshua Hill had purchased of Mr. Carroll, being part of the tract
which lay between the town and the lines of Lunn's lot at the south, west and north of the
first town; commencing at the same point on the river, and including the grounds between
McClellan's alley and Forest's lane (Charles street), and ran to the Falls' side, north of

the church and city spring, where Mr. John Frazier rented a ship-yard and resided. It was
enacted at the same time, that no earth, sand or dirt was to be thrown into or put upon the
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beach or shore of the Patapsco river, or any navigable branch thereof below high-water
mark, unless secured by stone walls, dove-tailed log-pens, &c., from washing into the
river, under a penalty of five pounds current money.

During the year a lottery is advertised in the Maryland Gazette (Annapolis,) for the purpose
of raising 450 pieces of eight, or dollars, towards building a public wharf; of which lottery
Messrs. John Stevenson, Richard Chase, John Moale, Charles Croxall, William Rogers,
Nicholas Rogers, John Ridgely, N. R. Gay, William Lax and Brian Philpot were managers.
The drawing took place in Annapolis on the 30th of April, 1754.

Mr. George N. Myers, a Pennsylvania German, moved to Baltimore; and another, Mr.
Valentine Larsh, built an inn at the south-west 4 50 corner of Baltimore and Gay streets;
and Mr. Andrew Steiger, butcher, built at the southwest corner of Baltimore and Charles
streets. Mr. Steiger in 1756 procured the lot at the northeast corner of Gay and Baltimore
streets; and in 1759 he purchased of Dr. William Taylor, the wooded marsh in the bend of
the Falls, and then on the east side of the stream, which he drained and cleared for the
pasturage of his cattle.

1754. On Monday, February 4th, His Excellency Governor Horatio Sharpe, who had lately
arrived in Maryland, visited Baltimore town, where he was received by a company of foot
under arms, the firing of cannon, displaying of colors, and many other tokens of joy and
respect. In the evening there were dances, fire-works, &c.

Tuesday and Tuesday night, July 30th, Baltimore was visited with a great freshet, which
did immense damage, and the like had never been known up to this period. Almost all the
bridges were carried away in the county, and “the fine large bridge in Baltimore town was
removed about sixty feet,” and the roads were so washed as to be almost impassable.
There was scarcely a mill left either in Baltimore or Kent county.

Mr. Moale built a brick store on the southeast corner of Calvert street and Lovely lane,
and a dwelling near the corner of Sharp and German streets, in the rear of where St.
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Peter's Episcopa| church lately stood. Conspicuous among the houses built this year,

and forming quite an era in our history, is the Mount Clare House, erected in 1754 by
Charles Carroll, then usually called Barrister Carroll. The bricks were imported for this
mansion, the record somewhat carefully informs us, as they had been, before that, for
other houses. This fact stands in very striking contrast with the brick-yards which now
engross the once beautiful grounds of Mount Clare. This old mansion, which yet survives,
is a graphic monument of the past time. Its aspect is solemn and scrupulously aristocratic,
and magnificent too, in view of the means of that day. One may fancy its amplitude and
grave dignity of exterior, with the old lions carved in stone that stood rampant on the pillars
of the gateway, and there was a fine terrace overlooking the town. It is but a few years
since these disappeared.

Doctors John and Henry Stevenson arrived from Ireland; the former conducted an
extensive trade with that and other countries, and the latter entered into the practice of
medicine, and built his house on the hill near the York road, rough-cast, which is still to
be seen there. This house, on account of its elegance, was called by envious townsmen
of that time, “Stevenson's Folly.” It was not too elegant nor too costly, however, to be
converted by him into a small-pox hospital, supported at his own expense, when the town
stood in need of it—a noble act, worthy of honorable commemoration now, of a man
whose genius was equal to his generosity.

51

Mr. Sheredine dying, was succeeded by Lloyd Buchanan; and Mr. Nicholas Ruxton
Gay, who was surveyor, succeeded Col. Hammond, who had been one of the first
commissioners of the town.

Mr. John Sly came to settle in Baltimore, and erected a house on the north side of
south Gay street, and Mr. Conrad Smith another on the opposite side; and three years
afterwards, Mr. Jacob Keeports another one adjoining. In the meantime, Frederick and
Peter Myers arrived.
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John Paca, Wm. Govane, Lloyd Buchanan and Walter Tolley, are elected delegates; but
Mr. Buchanan being appointed prosecutor, is succeeded by Wm. Smith. Beale Bordly is
clerk of the county.

1755. The savages, after Braddock's defeat by the French and Indians in 1755, penetrated
the country past Forts Frederick and Cumberland, and pushed their plundering and
murdering parties to within fifty miles of Baltimore. There is no doubt the growth of
Baltimore was promoted by the continuation of the war, preventing the extension of

the settlements westward, for within a year after peace the town became suddenly the
greatest mart of trade in the province, if not before the war began.

1756. On the 26th of March, an Act was passed by the General Assembly to raise large
supplies for His Majesty's service towards securing and protecting the frontiers of this
province, and engaging the friendship and assistance of the southern tribes of Indians,
and for repelling and removing His Mafajesty's ambitious and perfidious enemies from
their unjust encroachments on these dominions. Charles Carroll, Jr., was appointed one of
the commissioners to treat with the Indians. By this Act a duty was laid on all bachelors of
twenty-five years of age and upwards, worth £100 and under £300, five shillings; if worth
£300 or upwards, twenty shillings; on all freehold estates per 100 acres, one shilling; if
belonging to Roman Catholics, two shillings. Under this Act the following persons, who
were bachelors of twenty-five years and upwards, were taxed in Baltimore Town from
1756 to 1762 for six years, when the French or Indian war terminated: Thomas Harrison,
John Moale, Andrew Buchanan, Daniel Charnier, Sr., James Franklin, Jonathan Plowman,
John Shule, Dr. John Stevenson, Edward Parish, William Baxter, Thomas Dick, John
Mercer, Mark Alexander.

In this year there is an influx of inhabitants, sent hither by an event which belongs to

a most melancholy page of history, the expulsion of the Acadian French from Nova
Scotia, upon the conquest of that province by the British. You may find their story sung
in the exquisitely sweet and plaintive story of Longfellow's “Evangeline.” There is nothing

The chronicles of Baltimore http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.50529



Library of Congress

in human chronicle more tender or more touching than the fate of that little colony, of
which a fragment, like frightened birds driven by storm, lit down, wearied and bruised, at
our hearthstones. A nation of simple, virtuous peasants 52 are driven from the homes
consecrated to them by affections of more than a century, and are thrust almost penniless
upon the world. Not friendless, homeless nor hopeless, however, were they in Baltimore.
Those who came here were received with a ready and generous hospitality. They were

at first lodged in private houses, and in that building of Mr. Fotterall's with the “free stone
corners,” to which we have alluded, which was now empty. Here they had quarters and
established their little chapel, and it was not long before these frugal and industrious exiles
were able to construct some small but comfortable houses upon South Charles street,
near Lombard, giving to that quarter its designation as “French Town,” which it preserved
for a long time. The names of Guttro, Blanc, Gould, Dashield and Berbine, who had
suffered least perhaps, attached themselves mostly to navigation, and the infirm picked
oakum.

1757. At the general election in September, Mr. William Govane, Captain Thomas C.
Deye, Doctor Samuel Owings and Captain John H. Dorsey, were chosen delegates, and
again in 1758.

1758. Mr. Jacob Myers took a lot at the southeast corner of Gay and Baltimore streets and
built an inn. At this period there also arrived and settled on lots north of Baltimore street,
Messrs. Leveley, Conrad, and Grandchut, the last of whom erected a brewery on North
Frederick street.

The following items, taken from an original bill for the “funeral expenses of a gentleman

in Baltimore Town, in this year,” are curiously indicative of manners and expenses then:
Coffin, £6 16s.; 41 yards crape, £7 3s. 6d.; 32 yards black tiffany, £4 16s.; 11 yards black
crape, £1 18s. 6d.; 5% yards broadcloth, £6 11s. 3d.; 7% yards of black shaloon, 19s.

3d.; 6% yards linen, £1 13s.; 3 yards sheeting, 7s. 10d.; 3 dozen pairs men's black silk
gloves, £5 8s.; 2 dozen pairs women's do., £3 12s.; 6 pairs men's black gloves at 3s., 18s.;
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1 pair women's do., 3s.; then there were black silk handkerchiefs, 8 yards calamanco,
mohair, buckram, 13% yards ribbon; 47%2 pounds loaf sugar; 14 dozen eggs; 10 oz.
nutmegs; 1% pounds allspice; 20# gallons white wine at £4 2s. 6d.; 12 bottles red wine;
10# gallons rum; while 10 shillings additional were paid for coffin furniture, and one pound
sterling each to Dame Hannah Gash and Mr. Ireland for attendance; and so it seems our
forefathers went becomingly and jovially to their graves Anne Domini 1758, in Baltimore
Town.

1759. Messrs. John Smith and William Buchanan, from Carlisle, the first a native of
Strabane in Ireland, and the last from Lancaster county in Pennsylvania, purchased of

Mr. Harrison, after having been refused water lots on terms which they would accept by
Messrs. Moale and Fell, the lot fronting on Gay and Water streets (now Lombard), building
besides the dwelling houses there a short time since, two wharves of pine cord wood
about one thousand feet long each, to the channel of the river.

53

Mr. Jonathan Plowman, an English merchant, arrived, and bought several acres of ground
of Mr. Sligh, adjoining the last addition east of the Falls, and built at the northeast corner of
York (Baltimore) and High streets.

1760. Mr. Philpot purchased of Mr. Sligh most of the peninsula between the Falls and
Harford run, and built a house at the northeast corner of Baltimore street bridge, which
caused the bridge afterwards built to be known by his name.

1761. Messrs. Wm. Smith and James Sterritt moved from Lancaster, Pa., and improved,
the first in Calvert street, and the latter at the northwest corner of Gay and Lombard
streets, where he erected a brewery, which was burned and rebuilt, and burned again
soon after the Revolution. Mr. Mark Alexander, from Cecil County, purchases part of the
original lot number one, on the north side of Baltimore street, and afterwards the water lot
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on the west side of Calvert street, and erects extensive buildings at both places, as well as
a house at the southwest corner of Charles and Saratoga streets.

Mr. Melcher Keener arrived from Pennsylvania and built in North Gay street, and also
builds a wharf and warehouse below Hanover street. Mr. Steiger erected a dwelling, and
Mr. Lytle took a lot at the corner of Baltimore and Hanover streets and erected an inn, and
Mr. Amos Fogg rented the “White Horse Inn,” on the southeast corner of Front and Low
streets.

Mr. William Moore, who came from Ireland and removed to Baltimore in 1762, purchased
from Mr. Edward Fell of William, who held a commission in the provincial army, the mill
property (Hanson's). The next year Mr. Moore sold the upper mill-seat to Messrs. Joseph
Ellicott and John and Hugh Burgess, from Buck's County, Pa., who built the mill opposite
the present jail. Mr. Ellicott sold his interest to Burgess and went away, but returned with
his brothers John and Andrew, purchased the lands and erected the mills on Patapsco ten
years after.

John Paca, Thomas C. Deye, John H. Dorsey, and Corbin Lee, Esgs., are elected
delegates.

1762. The Assembly passed an Act on the 24th of April, empowering the Justices of
Baltimore County Court to assess and levy on the taxable inhabitants of St. Paul's parish,
in said county, £600 current money, together with the sheriff's salary of 5 per cent. for
collection, at three equal annual assessments, in the same manner, &c., as the county
charges are usually assessed and levied; and certain commissioners are appointed and
empowered to purchase in fee, in the name of the rector, vestrymen, and church wardens
of said parish, two acres of land, and thereon erect a Chapel of Ease to the aforesaid
parish, &c., &c. The said chapel, when built, to be deemed a Chapel of Ease for the said
parish. Divine service shall be performed therein, by the incumbent for the time being,
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every third Sunday; and the same Chapel of Ease 54 to be constantly kept in repair at the
charge of the parish of St. Paul's aforesaid forever.

1763. Messrs. Plowman and Philpot laid out some grounds between the Falls and Harford
run, into streets running northwest to southeast, and nearly parallel with the former stream,
with other streets at right angles with them. And Mr. Fell laid off part of the tracts of land
on the east which his father had purchased of Harris, Carter, and others, buying of Sligh
himself part of Mountenay's Neck, and all, two years before, resurveyed and patented by
the name of Fell's Prospect, with streets running north, south, east, and west, except on
the extreme Point itself, where he was governed by the course of the river; which locations
were confirmed and the same added to the town by Act of Assembly ten years after.

Messrs. John Brown, Benjamin Griffith, and Samuel Purviance settled in Baltimore, the
former from Jersey, and, learning his trade in Wilmington, erected a pottery on the east
side of Gay street; and the latter, who came from Donegal by way of Philadelphia, erected
a distillery on the southeast corner of Lombard and Commerce street, with a wharf. Mr.
Griffith came from New Castle, and having purchased Fell's lot adjoining the bridge, rebuilt
it by contract, which was afterwards called by his name.

A new tobacco inspection house was erected on Mr. Thomas Harrison's grounds, near
what is now the southwest intersection of Lombard and South streets; and a powder
magazine on the Falls' side, under the hill, at the northeast corner of Calvert and Lexington
streets. A tobacco inspector was appointed, with a salary of nine thousand six hundred
pounds of tobacco a year.

The following law, among others, was enacted at this session of Assembly: “Coroner's
fee for viewing the body of any person or persons murdered or slain, or otherwise dead
by misadventure, to be paid out of the goods and chattels of the party so dead, if there
be; otherwise, to be levied by the commissioners of the county where such accident shall
happen, 187 pounds of tobacco.”
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The justices of the peace, whose jurisdiction out of court, in relation to small debts, had
been first limited to the sum of sixteen shillings and eightpence, was extended to fifty
shillings, and some chancery jurisdiction was extended to the county courts.

On the 5th of December Messrs. Henry Stephenson, William Smith, James Sterritt, Mark
Alexander, John Brown, Benjamin Griffith, Robert Purviance, John Plowman, and William
Spear, Presbyterians, leased two lots on Fayette street, in the rear of Christ Church, on
the corner of Gay street, where they erect a small log meeting-house, which two years
after was sold to Mr. Charles Ridgely for £100 and the accrued ground-rent due on said lot
from the date of the lease. This meeting-house was used for many years afterwards as a
carpenter-shop, and originally stood on the bank of a precipice overhanging Jones Falls,
which, strange 55 as the assertion may now seem, did at one time meander, navigable

for sea-vessels, in this neighborhood. In March, 1765, feeling the disadvantages of
worshipping in so poor and incommodious a building, they purchased 80 feet of ground
for £60 Pennsylvania currency, at the northwest corner of Fayette and North streets, from
Mr. Alexander Lawson. The deed from Alexander Lawson to William Smith and others is
dated October 21st, 1765. In 1772 this was added to that portion of the lot which had been
leased from Alexander Buchanan, and afterwards purchased in fee. The building was
completed in November, 1766, and all the pews rented except two. In 1771 this building
was enlarged one-third, so as to contain fifty pews. In 1789 the congregation, finding

the house still too small for them, met together, and after some deliberation resolved to
erect the edifice which was lately torn down to give place to the new United States Court-
House. The new church was made ready for occupancy in 1791; at this time it was one

of the largest and finest church edifices in this country. The church was elevated some
twelve feet above the level of the street, and its large portico and towers contributed to
render it one of the most conspicuous buildings in the city. It was continued in use almost,
seventy years, and all the other churches of the sect have grown out of it. In 1811 an
organ was introduced into the church, which at first gave some dissatisfaction, but it soon
passed away, although several valuable families left the church. The old parsonage, which
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stood on Fayette street, east of the church, was removed for the opening of North street,
which was previously an alley, and a new one erected on North street, in the rear of the
church. It is also remarkable, that in one hundred and ten years since the foundation of
the First Church, it has had bat four pastors, viz: Rev. Patrick Allison, D.D., from May,
1763, till Aug. 21st, 1802; Rev. James Inglis, D.D., from 1802 till Aug. 15th, 1819; Rev.
William Nevins, D. D., from Oct., 1820, till 1835; while Rev. John C. Backus, D.D., the
present pastor, was settled in 1836, and has consequently occupied the pulpit for thirty-
seven years. The first Sabbath-School of this church was commenced in 1815 by the
ladies of the church, and was held for some time in a room over the “Old First Baltimore
Hose Company” house in McClellan's alley, and with it was connected a weekly meeting
for social prayer. The first Sabbath-School in the city was introduced by Mrs. Stephen
Williams, then a member of St. Peter's Protestant Episcopal Church, with the assistance
of the ladies of that church. At length the time came when the venerable building itself was
obliged to give place to another structure. For many years the locality had been changing,
offices and stores taking the place of dwellings, and most of the congregation had moved
far westward. In October, 1853, it was determined to erect another church and dispose

of the old one, and ground was accordingly broken on the new lot, corner of Madison

and Park streets, in July, 1854. 56 The present beautiful structure of brown-stone and of
pointed Gothic architecture was then erected and completed, with the exception of the
tower, which will now be completed in a year or two, work upon it rapidly progressing. The
final service in the old church was held on the last Sabbath of September, 1860, when

Dr. Backus preached a historical discourse of very interesting character. The old site was
purchased by the United States, the church was demolished, and in its stead the United
States District Court-House, of solid granite, was erected.

Messrs. William Lyon, Nicholas R. Gay, John Moale, and Archibald Buchanan, a majority
of the town commissioners, leased the lot on the northwest corner of Baltimore and Gay
streets of Mr. Harrison, at £8 per annum, for a market-house, which was built by the

The chronicles of Baltimore http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.50529



Library of Congress

subscription of the citizens, with the aid of the following lottery, which is advertised in the
Maryland Gazette:

“ Baltimore Town, July 16 th, 1763.

“The following Scheme of Lottery is humbly proposed to the Public for Raising the sum

of 510 Pounds Current. Money, to be applied towards Completing the Market House in
Baltimore-Town, in Baltimore County, Buying Two Fire Engines, and a Parcel of Leather
Bucketts, for the Use of the said Town, Enlarging the present Public Wharf, and Building a
New One.”

The scheme contained—

1062 prizes, amounting to £2490
1938 blanks—sum raised 510

3000 tickets at 20s. each £3000

The managers were Messrs John Ridgely, Brian Philpot, John Smith, John Moale,
Jonathan Plowman, Barnabas Hughes, James Steret, William Lux, Andrew Buchanan,
William Aisquith, Benjamin Rogers, Nicholas Jones, Mark Alexander, John Hartz, and
Melchior Keener, all of said town.

1764. Mr. William Spear, who came from Lancaster, took the water lot near Gay street,
and wharfing out about 1000 feet to a small island, erected a bakery there. Mr. Robert
Long, who, it is said, had persuaded Mr. Fell to lay off that part of the town, commenced
some improvements at the corner of Ann and Thames streets, but moved to the country
and left his improvements unfinished. Some lots were also conveyed to Mr. John Bond by
Mr. Fell, but sold out by him. James Heath, Esq.; was elected one of the delegates in the
place of Mr. Dorsey.
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1765. Captain Charles Ridgely and Mr. Griffith purchased water lots of Mr. Fell, west of the
public wharf, the latter building a wharf and warehouse, which was the first there; and Mr.
Benjamin Nelson, shipwright, who had moved from Charlestown, Cecil county, established
a ship-yard in Philpot street; three years 57 after Mr. Isaac Griest, also from Cecil, took
the water lot east of the public wharf. The ensuing year George Patton, who came from
Ireland, erected the wharf on the west end of the Point, and three years after Mr. Jesse
Hollingsworth another on the east, the remainder of the water lots being chiefly taken and
improved in the meantime by Messrs. Purviance, Wells, Smith, Mackie, and Vanbibber.
The Point containing all the artisans and articles requisite for building and fitting vessels,
was already a rival of the town. Mr. Hollingsworth, from Elkton, and Mr. Vanbibber, from
Charlestown, Cecil county, joined by their brothers, afterwards moved from the Point to
the town, and made other considerable improvements. The first settlers were at great loss
to determine in which part to buy, as most likely to improve; and those who had sufficient
means or enterprise, generally took lots both in town and Point.

Mr. Cornelius Howard, from part of the tract of land called Lunn's lot, then lately re-
surveyed by Mr. Howard, added thirty-five acres of it, including the streets called Conway
and Barre, after those successful opponents of the Stamp Act in the British Parliament;
and the dwelling-house near the southeast intersection of Hanover and Pratt streets,

and running between the west side of Charles and the east side of Liberty to Saratoga
street, which addition was confirmed by law the same year, and Messrs. Keener, Myers,
Vanbibber and others took water lots of him.

September 17th, instructions from the Honorable the Lower House of Assembly of the
Province of Maryland: To William Murdock, Edward Tilghman, and Thomas Ringgold,
Esgs., a committee appointed to join the several committees from the several colonies
in America, at New York: “Gentlemen, you are to repair immediately to the city of New
York, in the province of New York, and there join with the committee from the houses
of representatives of the other colonies, in a general and united, loyal and humble
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representation to his Majesty and the British Parliament, of the circumstances and
condition of the British colonies and plantations, and to pray relieff from the burthens
and restraints lately laid on their trade and commerce, and especially from the taxes
imposed by an act of the last session of Parliament granting and applying certain stamp
duties and other duties in the British colonies and plantations in America, whereby they
are deprived in some instances, of that invaluable priviledge of Englishmen and British
subjects, trials by juries, that you take care that such representation shall humbly and
decently, but expressly, contain and assertion of the rights of the colonies to be exempt
from all and every taxations and impositions upon their persons and properties to which
they do consent in a legislative way, either by themselves or by their representatives, by
them free chosen and appointed. Signed by order of the House, Robert Lloyd, Speaker.”
This convention met, and Mr. Edward Tilghman, one of the delegates 58 from Maryland,
was appointed one of the committee to prepare a memorial and petition to the lords in
Parliament.

1766. During this year a law was passed to compel Messrs. Harrison, Lawson, and Philpot
to fill up the marsh between Frederick street and the Falls, and nine commissioners, viz:
Robert Alexander(John Smith, William Smith, Jonathan Plowman, William Spear, Andrew
Steiger, Charles Ridgely, Jr., John Merryman, and Benjamin Griffith, or five of them, were
appointed to lay it off as an addition to the town. A law was also passed prescribing a
guarantime, at the discretion of the Governor, on all passenger ships infected by diseases,
and another relating to the roads of the county.

Within the year Mr. Edward Fell died, leaving one son, William, an infant.

On the 24th of February, a large number of the principal inhabitants of Baltimore County,
assembled in Baltimore Town, and organised themselves, as an association for the
maintenance of order, and the protection of American Liberty, under the name of the
Sons of Liberty. Thus associated, they entered into a resolution to meet at Annapolis, on
the first of March ensuing, for the purpose of compelling the officers there, to open their
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offices, and to transact business without stamped paper. This design was immediately
communicated to the inhabitants of the neighboring counties, who were invited to
co-operate in it, by the formation of similar associations. The officers, at whom their
resolutions were aimed, were afterwards notified, in very polite terms, of their intended
coming, and advised to be in readiness to receive them. True to their promise, on the first
of March, they assembled at Annapolis in considerable number; the associators of Anne
Arundel and Baltimore being personally present, and those of Kent appearing by deputy.
Upon their organization, it was resolved, that a written application should be preferred,

to the Chief Justice of the Provincial Court, the Secretary, the Commissary General, and
the Judges of the Land Office requiring them to open their respective offices on the 31st
of March, or earlier, if a majority of the Supreme Courts of the northern governments
should proceed in their business before that period; and that in the event of their acceding
to this request, they should receive a written indemnification, signed by the Sons of
Liberty. The replies which they received, although not direct refusals, were not-entirely
satisfactory; and the associators, after issuing invitations to the other counties to unite with
them, by forming similar associations, adjourned to meet again at Annapolis, on the day
assigned to the officers, for the purpose of witnessing the issue of their application. On the
day appointed they again assembled, and repaired in a body to the Provincial Court, to
present and enforce their petition. It was at first peremptorily refused by the Court, but the
Sons of Liberty were not now to be denied. “It was again 59 earnestly insisted upon, and
demanded, by the Sons of Liberty, (says the writer of that day in giving his account of that
transaction), with united hearts and voices; ” and such applications, at that period. were
too well understood to be resisted. The Court yielded, and passed an order in conformity
to their petition, of which an attested copy was delivered to their associators. The other
officers immediately acceded, without further opposition. Thus was consummated, in
Maryland, the nullification of the Stamp Act.

1767. John Ridgely, Thomas C. Deye, John Moale, and Robert Adair, Esgs., were elected
delegates. Mr. Adair, who was sheriff, resided at the southeast corner of Baltimore and
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South streets, which was struck during the year by lightning, and a Mr. Richardson, of
Annapolis, killed.

Mr. Eddis, in his letters from Annapolis written about this period, to London, says: “Lands
to a very considerable extent, are taken up by persons who, looking to security for greater
advantages, are content to clear gradually some portion of their domains for immediate
subsistence. Not having the means to sell, and carry their timber away, they make a deep
incision with an axe entirely round each trunk, at the distance of about four feet from the
ground, which occasions the leaves almost instantly to wither, and before the total decay
of the tree, Indian corn may be cultivated to great advantage amidst the immense trunks
that fill the dreary forest.” “The habitations of the planters, in this remote district of the
province, are in general, of a rude construction; the timber with which they frame their
dwellings, seldom undergoing the operation of any tool except the axe. An apartment

to sleep in, and another for domestic purposes, with a contiguous store-house, and
conveniences for their live-stock, at present gratify their utmost ambition Their method

of living, perfectly corresponds with their exterior appearance. Indian corn, beaten in a
mortar, and afterwards baked or boiled, forms a dish which is the principal subsistence of
the indigent planter, and is even much liked by many persons of a superior class. This,
when properly prepared, is called homony, and when salt beef, pork, or bacon, is added,
no complaints are made respecting their fare.”

1768. Baltimore, seventy-seven years ago, was known only as “Baltimore Town in
Baltimore County.” Her population having increased to about eighteen thousand, she was
incorporated as a city in the year 1796. But she still remained a portion of the county It

is true she had been allowed a distinct representation in the Legislature of the State; but
in almost every respect she was but Baltimore City in Baltimore County. The same Court
of Oyer and Terminer exercised criminal jurisdiction over both; and Baltimore County
Court at the same terms heard and decided all civil causes, whether the parties were
residents of the city or county. There were the same Sheriff, Clerk, and Jurors. There was
the same Record Office, the same Court House, AlIms House, 60 and Jail. It seems to
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be the general impression that the first Court House for Baltimore County was at Joppa,
upon Gunpowder river; but this is an error. It is a singular fact that no living man can tell,
with any degree of certainty, the place where the county seat of Baltimore County was
first located. The county was established in 1659, and the Court House was not built at
Joppa until nearly fifty years afterwards. The County Court held its first session at the
dwelling of Captain Thomas Howell, in the year 1661. Soon afterwards a court house was
built not at Joppa, on Gunpowder river, but at some point on Bush river, which empties
into the Bay about four miles farther north. By reference to Bacon's edition of the laws

of Maryland it will be found that the county seat was on Bush river as late as 1683, and
that a port of entry was established there in that year. The court house on Bush river
was abandoned at some period between 1683 and 1707, and a second one erected on
Gunpowder river, at a place called “Forster's Neck.” In 1707, the Provincial Assembly

of Maryland passed an Act, directing that the court house at Forster's Meek “should be
deserted, and in lieu thereof fifty acres of land in a tract on said river, belonging to Anne
Felks, called ‘Taylor's Choice,’ should be erected into a town, and the Court House of
the said county should be built there.” The place designated for the county seat by this
Act was the same afterwards known as Joppa. The commissioners appointed for the
purpose proceeded forthwith to build the court house, and had nearly finished it when,

to the great disappointment of the good people of the county, the news came across the
ocean that Her Royal Highness Queen Anne had vetoed the bill | What grave reasons
influenced tier Majesty to prefer that the court-house of Baltimore County should not be
removed from Forster's Neck to Taylor's Choice, history hath not disclosed. At all events,
the commissioners discovered that they had been proceeding under a void Act; and they
found it necessary to obtain a subsequent law to legalise what they had done. This was
passed in 1712, and is entitled “An Act for settling Baltimore County Court at the new
house at Joppa.” It recites the former proceedings of the commissioners, confirms them,
and then declares “that Baltimore County Court shall be from henceforth held at the said
court-house, now built at the town of Joppa, and not elsewhere; and that the same house
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be to all intents, constructions and purposes, adjudged, used, reputed and taken as the
proper court-house for Baltimore County.”

It appears that the commissioners for building this courthouse at Joppa were peculiarly
unfortunate. The first blunder was in commencing operations before the Queen had
approved the bill. They made another one equally serious in putting the building upon
the land of a minor, to which they had acquired no legal title. It was found necessary to
get an Act passed in 1724 to remedy this latter mistake. This Act, as published in Kilty's
edition. 61 states in its preamble, that a court-house and prison had been erected at
Joppa at the county expense, but that the right of the land was in a minor, “who could

not convey, although his father, Col. James Maxwell, had received full satisfaction for the
same.” It then proceeds to declare, that the two acres of land on which the court-house
and prison were built “shall be to the use of the county forever.” It further provides, that
certain commissioners should, by purchase or condemnation by a jury, obtain twenty acres
of land at Joppa, and lay it out into forty lots “to be erected into a town.” It also directs
that no house to be built in said town shall have any chimney unless of brick or stone,
and that each house shall cover at least four hundred feet, or about twenty feet square.
But the most important provision in this law, in reference to the commercial prosperity

of Joppa, was one which would be regarded at this day as rather a curious specimen of
legislation. The last section provided that every debtor who should bring tobacco to Joppa
for the purpose of paying a debt, should be allowed a discount or reduction of ten per
cent. on the claim. This was intended as an inducement to draw trade to the new county-
seat, which was also made a port of entry. The result proved that the legislators of that
day were tolerably good judges of human nature. Tobacco was brought to Joppa in vast
guantities; and tradition informs us that she soon became an important shipping-point,
carrying on a considerable commerce, not only with the West Indies, but with Europe.
Her population was never large, but she was one of the most prosperous and important
seaports of Maryland, before the first house had been erected at Baltimore. The courts
were held at Joppa down to this year (1768).
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Such had now been the increase of “Baltimore Town,” and the inconvenience to which

the inhabitants were subjected in attending court at Joppa, an Act was passed on the

22d of June of this year for the removal of the county seat to “Baltimore Town.” From this
time may be dated “the decline and fall” of the ancient town of Joppa. No vestige of her
former glory now remains. The old court-house was sold, and has long since crumbled
away; her wharves, at which hundreds of the largest merchantmen have been laden,
have disappeared; her dwellings have fallen one by one, until scarcely their foundations
can be traced. A solitary tenement of antique style and venerable appearance, standing

a short time since on the Harford shore of Gunpowder river, about half a mile north of

the railroad bridge, is seen by the traveller passing between Baltimore and Philadelphia.
That lonely building is all that now remains to mark the spot where Joppa once stood. Her
history has never been written, and those who could have furnished the materials for it
have now passed to the tomb. By this time her very existence would have been totally
forgotten, except for the name of the numerous “Joppa roads,” which still exist, and remind
us that the inhabitants of every section of Baltimore and 62 Harford counties were once
accustomed to resort to that important county seat, to attend to courts and pay their debts
in tobacco, less ten per cent., deducted according to law. How different a fortune was
destined for Baltimore, the next and fourth county-seat of Baltimore County! Of all the chief
commercial cities of the Atlantic coast she is the youngest, and, considering the recent
period since she was founded, her growth has been the most rapid and wonderful. New
York, originally called New Amsterdam, was founded by the Netherlands as far back as
1614; Boston was founded in 1630, and Charleston in 1680; Philadelphia, on the arrival of
Penn in 1684, contained 2500 inhabitants; New Orleans was founded in 1718.

Messrs. J. B. Bordley, John Ridgely, Jr., John Moale, Robert Adair, Robert Alexander,
William Smith and Andrew Buchanan, were appointed under the Act of 1768
commissioners to build the County Court House and prison “on the uppermost part of
Calvert street next to Jones Falls.” The Court House was erected on a bluff overhanging
the Falls, precisely where the “Battle Monument” now stands. It was two stories high
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and built of brick, and tapered off in the centre of its roof with a tall lookout and spire,
terminated with “a weathercock and the points of the compass.” The jail of those days
stood higher up on the hills, about the site of the granite Record Office; while the Powder
House was in the declivity east of the Court House, and near the original bed of the Falls,
at the southeast corner of our square and Lexington street, with a small wharf in front of
it, to which boats from the shipping came for powder during the war. The water was quite
deep, and the late Mr. Robert Gilmor in his “Reminiscences” asserts “that he learned to
swim, and often dived from the banks in front of this edifice,” about the present southeast
corner of Lexington and Calvert streets. Mr. Gilmor also says that a “man was drowned
not far from this spot.” The low swampy fiat embraced by the horse-shoe curve of the Falls
in this neighborhood was called “Steiger's Meadow,” the name it was commonly known
by to a very late period. The commissioners were directed to sell the court house and
prison at Joppa, the courts being accommodated in the meantime in the hall erected for
public assemblies over the market, and the prisoners lodged in a log building, near Mr.
Chamier the sheriff's house on the east side of South Frederick street. The subscription
towards building the court house amounting to nearly 900 pounds currency, chiefly by
inhabitants of the town, did not reconcile the people on the north and east sides of the
county, and the removal of the records by Mr. Alexander Lawson was attended with some
violence and outrage. In the grading of Calvert street the bluff overhanging the “Falls” on
which the court-house stood was to be cut away, but it was very much desired to save the
court-house. Mr. Leonard Harbaugh, a zealous craftsman of Baltimore, pondered over the
matter, and finally persuaded himself, and 63 afterwards the Town Council, that he could
preserve the favorite building by leaving it twenty feet in the air, after all the adjacent earth
was taken away. Our towns-people thought this an incredible exploit, the dream of a bold
projector; but Mr. Harbaugh knew what he was about, and successfully accomplished, in
the face of that incredulous world which dwelt upon the banks of the Patapsco, this daring
achievement. The old court-house, with its magnificent arch below, that gave it something
of the air of a house perched upon a stool, the whipping-post, pillory and stocks which
stood in front of the arch, with a most malignant aspect of admonition addressed to the
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loafers, rowdies and petty thieves of that day. But steeple and arch were both fated to
follow the common fate of all sublunary creations, and on the 27th of January an Act was
passed by the Legislature “to provide for the erection of a new court house,” and in 1809
the present court house was finished, and the old one taken down with the buildings to
which they belonged, and, except in the page of the annalist, became as things that never
had been. The following is a copy of the original subscription list for the underpinning of
the old court house as before mentioned:

“ Baltimore, 21 st September, 1784.

“The subscribers, impressed with the many advantages which would result to Baltimore
Town and the country at large from Calvert street in said town being opened, which street
is at present blocked up by the court-house, to the great injury of the town and country,
do, by this instrument of writing, engage and bind themselves to pay the sum or sums
annexed to their names, respectively, for the purpose of underpinning and arching the
said court-house in Calvert street aforesaid, so as large and convenient passages may
be had underneath the same to the end that new communications may be opened with
the country; provided always, that the said subscriptions shall not be paid or demanded
unless the Honored the General Assembly of the State of Maryland shall authorise the
said undertaking, and appoint fit and proper persons for the collecting and applying the
same.

£s.
John McHenry 130 00

Griffith, Hall, and Lemmon, in case Calvert street is extended eight hundred feet across
their meadow, near the mill, will pay 100 00

J. E. Howard, in case the street is not extended so as to run through my ground on the
west of Jones Falls 50 00
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Engelhard Zeisser 125 00
John McLure 50 00

John Boyd 50 00

Nath'l Smith 25 00

Henry Speck 20 00

W. Smith 20 00

John Moale 40 00

Peter Hoffman 15 00
William Neill 10 00

Geo. Salmon 10 00

John Parks 10 00
Richard Burland 10 00
Geo. Pressman 10 00
Thos. E. and Sam’l Hollingsworth 20 00
Caleb Hall 10 00

Adam Fonerden 7 10

Aaron Levering 15 00
64
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Matthew Patton 10 00
Twinnal & Geroack 10 00
Hansheweg 10 00

Andrew and Alex. Robinson, in case the said Calvert street is not extended so as to
interrupt the carriage road 10 00

Michael Allen 10 00
Jacob Brown 11 5
George Levely 10 00
Erasmus Uhler 10 00
Wm. Clemms 10 00
Elisha Winters 7 10
Wm. Wilson 7 10
Wm. Baker 7 10
——600

George McCandless 11 5
Robt. Portteus 6 00
Benjamin May 10 00

John Brown 7 10
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Edward Kelly 20 00

Dan'l Bowly 10 00

Clem't. Brooke 10 00

Jno. Sterrett for Gen'l Gist 35 00
ditto 15 00

Henry Wilson, paid 3 00

1769. Messrs. David Shields, James Cox, Gerard Hopkins, George Lindenberger,
John Deaver and others, aided by a general subscription, procured an engine for the
extinguishment of fires, which was called “The Mechanical Company.” This was the
first machine of the kind in Baltimore, and cost ninety-nine pounds, or two hundred and
sixty-four dollars. This company formed in this city the leader in a long line of kindred
associations, who devoted themselves to a truly benevolent object, with a gallantry
amounting to heroism.

November 14th, a meeting of the merchants and others, inhabitants of Baltimore Town
and county, associators for non-importation of European goods, was held at Mr. Little's,
with John Smith chairman; the committee of inquiry having reported that William Moore,
Jr., had imported a cargo of goods in the Lord Cambden, Captain John Johnston, from
London, of the value of £900 sterling, which they were in doubt were not within the
terms of the association. The following question was put, whether William Moore, Jr.,
had imported the said cargo within the terms mentioned in the agreement of the 30th of
March last, to which he was a signer? Upon which question, the gentlemen present were
unanimously of opinion that the said cargo was imported contrary to that agreement. Of
which determination William Moore being informed, he alleged, as a justification of his
conduct, that at the time he signed the agreement, he objected to Mr. John Merryman,

The chronicles of Baltimore http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.50529



Library of Congress

who then had the carriage thereof, and who is now absent in London, that he would not
sign unless he had liberty to send off his orders for fall goods, and to import the same.
That some few days afterwards Mr. Merryman informed him, that the merchants of the
town would gave leave to send off the orders, and receive the fall goods; and that in
consequence of this information, he signed the agreement, without any such condition,
written or expressed, in the same opposite to his name. After which the question was
put, whether Mr. Morris should have liberty to land and vend his whole cargo? which was
determined in the affirmative by the following vote:

For the Affirmative —Thomas Ewing, Alexander MacMachen, Benjamin Rogers, Jonathan
Hudson, Murdock Kennedy, Henry Brown 65 William Hammond, Andrew Buchanan, John
Deaver, H. D. Gough, Jonathan Plowman, Richard Moale, Archibald Buchanan, Hercules
Courtenay, John Macnabb, Charles Rogers, John A. Smith, Thomas Place.

For the Negative. —John Moale, Henry Thompson, William Lux (E. R.), Robert Christie,
Robert Alexander, John Smith, William Smith, Alexander Lawson, Ebenezer Mackie,
William Lux. The committee of inquiry having also reported that Benjamin Howard had
imported a cargo of goods, of the value of £1700 sterling, in the Lord Cambden, Captain
John Johnston, from London, which they were in doubt were not within the terms of

the association of the 30th March, upon which the following question was put: whether
Benjamin Howard be permitted to land and vend the said cargo, he having alleged that he
never signed the association of the 30th March, being then an inhabitant of Anne Arundel
county, and that he apprehended he was entitled to import within the terms of the general
association of the 22d June, to which he was a subscriber, his orders for the said cargo
having been transmitted the 1st May, resolved in the affirmative by the following vote:

For the Affirmative. —Thomas Ewing, Alexander McMachen, Benjamin Rogers, Jonathan
Hudson, Thomas Place, Henry Thompson, Henry Brown, William Hammond, Andrew
Buchanan. John Deaver, H. D. Gough, Jonathan Plowman, Richard Moale, Archibald
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Buchanan, Murdock Kennedy, John Moale, John Macnabb, Charles Rogers, John A.
Smith, Hercules Courtenay.

For the Negative. —John Smith, Robert Christie, William Smith, Ebenezer Mackie,
Alexander Lawson, William Lux.

1770. In this year a storm of wind carried away a part of the roof of the First Presbyterian
Church.

It would doubtless be interesting to many of the Roman Catholics of the present day to
know the history of their respective congregations; and it is not less due to the memory

of the Christian men who planted the seed of their religion, than it may be profitable to

the piety of their children in the faith, to record the humble beginnings, the painful labors,
the generous zeal and persevering fidelity which led to those respectable establishments
which now adorn the State by their beauty, while they improve society by their usefulness.
With this view the writer proposes to furnish some particulars of the origin of the two oldest
Catholic congregations in Baltimore, those of the Cathedral and St. Patrick's. In the view
of “ Baltimore as it was in 1752,” which we have mentioned before, a brick house with
stone corners is represented. Its location, as well as we can determine, is on or near the
lot at present occupied by Mr. Reverdy Johnson's mansion, opposite Barnum's Hotel,

and was the dwelling of Mr. Edward Fottrell, a gentleman from Ireland. This building

was not designed or intended for a church; but the proprietor having returned to Ireland,
where he died, left it in an unfinished state, and it was a waste and deserted 5 66 house
when some of the “Neutral French” or Arcadians, who had been cruelly expelled from
Nova Scotia by the British, arriving in Baltimore in the most forlorn condition in 1756, took
refuge in this deserted house, occupying such rooms as were habitable. No Catholic priest
resided nearer than Daughoregan (Carroll's) Manor, about fifteen miles from Baltimore.
The priest who was stationed at the Manor occasionally visited Baltimore and celebrated
mass. The Rev. Mr. Ashton, who was at that period the residing priest of Carroll Manor,
visited Baltimore once a month, for the purpose of giving the few Catholics of Baltimore

The chronicles of Baltimore http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.50529



Library of Congress

the convenience of attending divine service. On these occasions he brought with him the
vestments and sacred vessels used in the celebration of mass. A room in the lower story
of Fottrell's building 